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Pijush Slams Rahul Gandhi Over Jharkhand
Student Protest, challenges Him to Debate

GUWAHATI:
Minister Pijush Hazarika on Tuesday

Assam Agriculture

strongly condemned the alleged po-
lice action against students protest-
ing peacefully in Ranchi over their
demands for justice and an impartial
probe into alleged irregularities in
Jharkhand Public Service Commis-
sion examinations. Addressing a press
conference at Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Bhawan in Guwahati, Hazarika al-
leged that the Congress-Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha government used force
against unarmed students, including
tear gas, lathi-charge and water can-
nons. He also alleged that barbed-wire
barricades were erected to prevent
the protesters from moving forward.
Hazarika accused Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and those who claim to
champion students' rights of remain-
ing silent over the alleged treatment of
the protesting students in Jharkhand.
He said the BJP stood firmly with
the youth and student community of

Jharkhand and urged the state gov-
ernment to immediately address their
demands. Hazarika alleged that stu-
dents and youths protesting against
alleged recruitment irregularities and
question-paper leaks were subjected
to brutal action. Questioning Rahul
Gandhi's silence, he asked why the
Congress leader, who frequently rais-
es issues concerning students in Delhi,
had not visited Jharkhand to meet the
affected protesters.

The Assam minister accused the Con-
gress of adopting double standards
and using issues for political gains.

He demanded that Rahul Gandhi and
the Congress apologise to the coun-
try's youth over what he described as
political hypocrisy. Hazarika also at-
tacked Rahul Gandhi over the ongoing
political confrontation in Parliament.
He alleged that Gandhi had repeatedly
changed his demands over the past 15
days and was disrupting parliamen-
tary proceedings instead of seeking a
meaningful debate. According to Haz-
arika, Gandhi initially demanded the
resignation of the Education Minister
and later sought a discussion on NEET
and other issues. He said the Centre
had agreed to discussions and had
also strengthened laws against ques-
tion-paper leaks. Hazarika further
alleged that the Opposition was pre-
venting Parliament from functioning
despite assurances from Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju and
Union Minister Piyush Goyal that the
Union Home Minister would respond
to questions on the floor of the House.

Kerala HC stays order directing PSC to
disclose Planning Board recruitment records

KOCHI: The Kerala High
Court on Tuesday stayed an
order of the State Informa-
tion Commission directing
the Kerala Public Service
Commission (KPSC) to
disclose details relating to
a recruitment examination
conducted for the State Plan-
ning Board. Justice Murali
Purushothaman passed the
interim order on a petition
filed by the KPSC, its Public
Information Officer (PIO)
and Appellate Authority
challenging the Information
Commission's directive to
furnish details sought un-
der the Right to Information
(RTI) Act.

The dispute arose from an
RTI application submitted by
Shyam Krishnan K, who se-
cured third rank in the selec-
tion process for the post of
Chief in the Industry and In-
frastructure Division of the
Planning Board. Shyam had

sought details of the marks
secured by candidates in-
cluded in the rank list in the
written examination and in-
terview. He had also request-
ed copies of the experience
certificates submitted by the
candidates who secured the
first and second ranks. Re-
sponding to the application,
the KPSC's Public Informa-
tion Officer informed him
that the rank list relating
to the common examination
had not been finalised and
that the marks secured by
candidates could not be dis-
closed at that stage.

As for the experience cer-
tificates, the applicant was
informed that copies could
be provided after he remit-
ted the prescribed fee for ob-

taining the documents.
Dissatisfied with the re-
sponse, Shyam filed a stat-
utory appeal before the KP-
SC's Appellate Authority.
After the authority rejected
his plea, he moved the State
Information Commission
with a second appeal. The In-
formation Commission sub-
sequently directed the KPSC
to disclose the information
sought by the applicant, in-
cluding the examination and
interview marks as well as
the experience certificates of
the first and second-ranked
candidates. The KPSC, along
with its PIO and Appellate
Authority, then approached
the High Court challenging
the Commission's order. Af-
ter considering the petition,
the court stayed the direc-
tive, putting the disclosure
of the recruitment-related
records on hold pending fur-
ther proceedings.

YOGI HIGHLIGHTS PURVANCHAL'S GROWTH, SAYS YOUTH NOW HAVE MORE OPPORTUNITIES

GORAKHPUR: Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath on Tuesday said that the youth
of eastern Uttar Pradesh no longer need
to be associated with backwardness, un-
employment or drug addiction. He said,
We cannot label our youth as drug ad-
dicts, we cannot stigmatize our youth.
If their potential was not realized earli-
er, the fault lay not with the youth but
with the system that was unable to utilize
their talent. Speaking at a news chan-
nel's Changing Eastern Uttar Pradesh
conclave at the Baba Gambhirnath Audi-
torium in Gorakhpur, the Chief Minister
said that today the youth of Purvanchal
have opportunities for education, em-

T

trepreneurship. When the government
provided platforms and opportunities to
the youth, they demonstrated their talent
and gave new impetus to Purvanchal's
economy. Attacking the opposition,
the Chief Minister said that those who
gained power in the name of Mahatma

late Gandhi's dreams into reality. 'Many
have seized power in the country in the
name of the ‘Father of the Nation’ Ma-
hatma Gandhi ji, but they never found
the time to properly realize his dreams
on solid ground.Today, under the lead-
ership of the esteemed Prime Minister
Shri @narendramodi ji, Kashi Vishwa-
nath Dham stands grandly before us all,’
he opined. Citing the example of Kashi,
he said that Gandhiji had visited the
Kashi Vishwanath Temple in 1916. He
had expressed his displeasure at the nar-
row streets and filth there. Today, under
the leadership of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the Kashi Vishwanath Dham

that the development of religious places
like Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple in
Ayodhya and Kashi Vishwanath Dham
has not only strengthened faith but has
also given new heights to the local econ-
omy. Tourists spend on services related
to taxis, hotels, restaurants, flowers,
markets and boatmen. This creates new
employment and income opportunities
for various sections of the society. The
Chief Minister said that by linking tour-
ism with faith, efforts have been made to
strengthen the economy. Rapid work has
also been done to develop Purvanchal as
a leading tourist destination. From 'ma-
fia-mosquito' to medical hub, Purvan-

ployment,

self-employment,

and en-

Gandhi did not have the time to trans-

has emerged in a grand form. Yogi said

chal: '"The Congress and the Samajwadi

Party made no arrangements for the
treatment of encephalitis. As a Member
of Parliament, I fought this battle from
the streets to the Parliament; today, this
region is free of encephalitis,’ he stated.
The Chief Minister said that eastern Ut-
tar Pradesh once grappled with the prob-
lem of mafia and mosquitoes. The mafia
sucked the blood of the people, and mos-
quitoes spread disease. He claimed that
previous governments had failed to im-
plement effective measures for the pre-
vention and treatment of encephalitis.
Taking aim at the long-term Congress
and Samajwadi Party governments, he
said these parties did not even raise their
voices against encephalitis.
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