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Farooq Abdullah Slams IAS Officer
Over Misconduct Wlth Woman Officer

SRINAGAR: National Conference
president Dr Farooq Abdullah on Fri-
day said he felt ashamed after watch-
ing a video of an IAS officer misbe-
having with a woman officer, calling
his conduct unbecoming of a senior
administrative official. Speaking to
reporters in Srinagar, Dr Farooq Ab-
dullah, said the language used by the
officer was unacceptable and reflect-
ed a lack of the discipline and profes-
sionalism expected of an IAS officer.
'"The language he used with the wom-
an officer was extremely inappropri-
ate. He should be reprimanded. This
shows that he lacks the manners and
conduct expected of an officer,' he
said. Dr Farooq said officers were
appointed to serve the public, listen
to their grievances and resolve their
problems rather than insult or hu-
miliate them. 'People want to express
their grievances, and officers should
hear them patiently.

Instead, he directly said, ‘Get out,
get out.” This is completely wrong.
He should be removed from Jammu

and Kashmir,'
dismay over the incident, Abdullah
said, 'When I saw the incident on so-
cial media today, I felt ashamed. His
behaviour was completely unbecom-
ing of an IAS officer. He has put the
entire administrative community in

he said. Expressing

an embarrassing position.! Asked
whether such incidents occurred
during his tenure as Chief Minister,
Abdullah said no officer or minis-
ter had the right to insult people.
'Whether someone is an officer or a
minister, they are here to serve the
people and resolve their difficulties,
not to insult or abuse them,' he said.
Backing Chief Minister Omar Abdul-

lah’s remarks that such an incident
would not have occurred had Jammu
and Kashmir retained its statehood,
Farooq Abdullah said he would have
taken stronger action against the of-
ficer. 'He would not merely have been
attached. He would have been thrown
out. If I had been in office, he would
not have remained in Jammu and
Kashmir for more than a few min-
utes. I would have put him back on a
plane and sent him away,' he said. He
said the incident reflected changes
in the administrative functioning of
Jammu and Kashmir since 2019.

On protests in Delhi, Abdullah wel-
comed the demonstrations, say-
ing a new wave was emerging
against what he described as au-
tocracy. 'I think these protests are
very good. A new wave is begin-
ning against autocracy and against
a Hitlerian way of life,' he said. Dr
Farooq futher urged US President
Donald Trump to recognise dialogue
and negotiations as the only viable
means of resolving disputes.

Heavy Rain Alert in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana Till October 20

HYDERABAD: The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall, thunderstorms and gusty winds
in parts of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
over the coming days under the influence
of a cyclonic circulation over South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and adjoining areas. Ac-
cording to the IMD's weather bulletin issued
on Friday, strong winds of 30-50 kmph,
with gusts reaching 60 kmph, are likely
at isolated places across Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Yanam, Rayalaseema and Telan-
gana from October 16 to 20.

The weather department has forecast thun-
derstorms, lightning and gusty winds of
30-40 kmph, with gusts up to 50 kmph, in
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam and Ray-
alaseema on October 16. Wind speeds are
expected to rise to 40-50 kmph, with gusts
reaching 60 kmph, on October 17 and 18.
Strong surface winds are also likely in these
regions during the period.

The IMD said an upper-air cyclonic circu-
lation was prevailing over South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and neighbouring areas
in the lower tropospheric levels, with a
trough extending from the system towards
the northwest Bay of Bengal. Telangana is
likely to receive isolated to scattered rain-

fall from October 16 to 22, while thunder-
storms, lightning and gusty winds may oc-
cur at isolated places until October 20. The
department warned that heavy rain and
strong winds could cause waterlogging in
low-lying areas, damage standing crops and
vulnerable structures, and disrupt road and
rail traffic. The wet spell over South Pen-
insular India is expected to continue until
October 22.

In the 24 hours preceding the bulletin, very
heavy rainfall of 12-20 cm was recorded in
parts of Tamil Nadu and Coastal Karnataka,
while heavy rainfall of 7-11 cm was report-
ed in Chhattisgarh, Kerala and South Kar-
nataka, the IMD said.

MCD Introduces Rohotlcs and Dlgltal Learning Initiatives in Schools

NEW DELHI: The Munic-
ipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD ) has begun distribut-
ing printers across its 1,500
schools. A robotics labora-
tory was also inaugurated
at an MCD school in Tagore
Garden on Friday. In anoth-
er initiative to connect stu-
dents with modern technol-
ogy and digital education,
a ‘Science on Wheels' van
equipped with 60 laptops
has been launched. These
initiatives aim to modern-
ise teaching in municipal
schools and provide stu-

dents with new opportuni-
ties in science, technology
and innovation.

Under the guidance of Chief
Minister Rekha  Gupta,
with the support of May-
or Pravesh Wahi and under
the leadership of Education
Committee Chairman Ad-
vocate Yogesh Verma, ef-
forts are being made to ex-
pand digital education and
provide modern teaching
resources in MCD schools.
The printer distribution in-
itiative is being undertak-
en with the support of IDBI

Bank. The printers will help
teachers prepare question
papers, study materials and
other educational docu-
ments more efficiently.

The robotics laboratory es-
tablished at the MCD school
in Tagore Garden will give

students an opportunity to
gain practical knowledge
of robotics, coding and sci-
entific concepts. A special
strategy is also being devel-
oped to extend the benefits
of the museum established
at the school to a larger

number of students, with the
aim of encouraging scientif-
ic curiosity and creativity
among children.

The ‘Science on Wheels'’
van will visit various MCD
schools according to a sched-
uled programme. Equipped
with 60 laptops, the van will
familiarise students with
digital resources and pro-
vide practical exposure to
technology. The initiative
is expected to help extend
modern learning facilities
to students across different
municipal schools.

Several projects have also
been proposed for the finan-
cial year 2026—27 under the
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) initiatives of
public sector undertakings
to improve basic facilities
in MCD schools and pub-
lic spaces. According to the
available information, Na-
tional Fertilizers Limited
(NFL) plans to provide 350
tree guards, 100 three-seat-
er iron benches, nine water
coolers and nine reverse o0s-
mosis (RO) units. The pro-
posed cost of these facilities

is Rs 20 lakh.

Similarly, 250 three-seater
iron benches are planned to
be provided with the support
of Ramagundam Fertiliz-
ers and Chemicals Limited
(RFCL), at a proposed cost
of Rs 25 lakh. Hindustan
Urvarak and Rasayan Lim-
ited (HURL) has proposed
to provide 20 water coolers
and 20 RO units, at an es-
timated cost of Rs 13 lakh.
These projects will be imple-
mented in accordance with
the relevant approvals and
prescribed timelines.
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