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Tamil Nadu Approves X100 Crore for
‘Vetri 130’ Rural Employment Scheme = Target Those Guilty in Drug Cases

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has approved ‘Vetri 150’,
a scheme offering 25 additional days
of employment to vulnerable rural
households that complete their annu-
al entitlement of 125 days under the
Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin), or
VB-G RAM G.

The government has accorded ad-
ministrative sanction for the in-
itiative and financial sanction of
%100 crore for its implementation
during 2026-27. The additional em-
ployment will be financed entirely
through State funds, extending the
annual work entitlement of eligible
households to 150 days.

The decision advances an election
promise made by the ruling Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam ahead of the
2026 Assembly polls. Increasing
guaranteed rural employment to 150
days featured in the party’s manifes-
to, and the initiative was announced
in the TVK government’'s maiden

i | |
Budget presented on August 5.
According to a Government Order
issued by the Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Department, the addi-
tional work will be available to reg-
istered households classified as vul-
nerable, after they exhaust the 125
days provided under VB-G RAM G.
The eligible categories include
households headed by women, sin-
gle-woman households, households
with persons with disabilities, and
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
households.

Beneficiaries covered under the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Tradi-

tional Forest Dwellers (Recognition
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, have
also been included among the vul-
nerable categories entitled to the ad-
ditional employment.

Under VB-G RAM G, every regis-
tered rural household willing to un-
dertake unskilled manual work is
guaranteed 125 days of employment
in a financial year. Expenditure un-
der that programme is shared be-
tween the Union and State govern-
ments in a 60:40 ratio.

‘Vetri 150" will operate as a
State-funded extension for the spec-
ified categories. Eligibility for the
extra 25 days is linked to completion
of the existing entitlement, making
exhaustion of the first 125 days a
prerequisite for receiving employ-
ment under the new initiative.

The sanction establishes both the ad-
ministrative approval and the initial
financial provision for implement-
ing the Budget announcement dur-
ing the current financial year.

Sunil Jakhar Says CBI Probe Will

CHANDIGARH: Former
Punjab BJP president Sunil
Jakhar said that Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
visit had raised hopes that
the drug trade allegedly op-
erating under the patronage
of the Mann government
would now be curbed, pro-
tecting Punjab’s youth from
the poison of drugs. He was
speaking to reporters after
the Union Home Minister's
visit to Mansa.

Jakhar said the countdown
for the Aam Aadmi Party
government in Punjab had
begun and that the influ-
ence of this 'anti-people
government' would dimin-
ish with each passing day.
He added that the time had
come for the 'plunderers
from Delhi,' who had come
to loot Punjab while poison-
ing the blood of its youth, to
leave.

Jakhar said Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had
addressed all the family's
concerns and assured them
that a CBI team would ar-
rive tomorrow and begin its
investigation. He said any-
one found guilty in this case
or other drug-related cases
would be put behind bars,
adding that the Union Home
Minister had given this as-
surance to Parvinder Singh
Jhota's family.

Saluting the courage of
Parvinder Singh Jhota's
father and wife, Jakhar
said their sacrifice was

immense. Despite losing
a member of their family,
they had continued their
efforts to protect society
from drugs, and their con-
tribution would never be
forgotten. The BJP leader
also emphasised that the
Government of India had
already included pregabalin
capsules in the list of sched-
uled medicines. Taking a
swipe at Punjab Finance
Minister =~ Harpal Singh
Cheema, he said Cheema
was, 'as usual, merely read-
ing out a statement sent by
his masters in Delhi.'

Mann Targets Amit Shah Over Drug Menace and Jhota Murder Case

CHANDIGARH: Punjab

power with the Shiroma-

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann on Tuesday
launched a sharp attack on
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, ac-
cusing them of exploiting
Punjab’s drug crisis and the
grief of affected families for
political gains.

Addressing the media,
Mann questioned the Cen-
tre’s failure to curb drug
trafficking and asked why
the BJP had not taken effec-
tive action when it shared

ni Akali Dal in Punjab be-
tween 2007 and 2017. The
Chief Minister said drug
trafficking had become a
serious problem during that
period, yet the BJP failed to
take decisive steps. He also
questioned why a CBI in-
vestigation against former
minister Bikram Singh Ma-
jithia had not been ordered
despite repeated demands.

Mann further challenged
the Union Home Minister
over narcotics entering In-
dia through international

borders and ports. He re-
ferred to major drug sei-
zures in Gujarat and ques-
tioned reports concerning
2,200 kilograms of heroin
allegedly being explained
away as consumed by rats.

Highlighting border secu-
rity concerns, Mann said
he had repeatedly request-
ed the installation of an-

ti-drone systems along
Punjab's 532-kilometre
border with  Pakistan.

He urged the Centre to
strengthen surveillance and
prevent cross-border smug-
gling. The Chief Minister
also criticised the BJP over
law-and-order conditions
in Haryana and Rajasthan,
alleging that gangster net-
works operating from these
states were linked to serious
criminal incidents.

Referring to Amit Shah's
visit to the family of mur-
dered anti-drug activ-
ist Parvinder Singh Jho-
ta, Mann urged the Home
Minister to express genu-

ine sympathy rather than
politicise the tragedy. He
reiterated that the Punjab
Government stood firmly
with Jhota's family and had
already recommended a CBI
investigation into the mur-
der. Mann also recalled the
farmers’ agitation against
the three central farm laws,
questioning why senior BJP
leaders had not visited the
families of farmers who
died during the protests. Re-
affirming his government's
commitment to eliminating
drugs, Mann said the ongo-

ing Yudh Nashean Virudh
campaign would be intensi-
fied. He claimed that thou-
sands of drug traffickers
had been arrested and their
properties seized. The Chief
Minister urged the Union
Government to strength-
en the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substanc-
es (NDPS) Act to ensure
stricter action against traf-
fickers. He maintained that
Punjab would continue its
fight against drugs while
demanding greater account-
ability from the Centre.
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