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Chorbagan Stampede Case: Police
Probe Claim of Delayed Surrender

KOLKATA: Kolkata Po-
lice have arrested a second
announcer, identified as
Babu alias Kushal Majum-
dar, in connection with the
tragic Chorbagan Durga
Puja stampede.

As the accused undergoes
intensive interrogation at
the Lalbazar police head-
quarters, his wife has
made an explosive public
allegation, claiming he
was explicitly instructed
by an unidentified individ-
ual to delay his surrender
to the authorities until af-
ter October 27.

Speaking to the media,
Majumdar’s wife detailed
his movements on the
night of the disaster. She
stated that immediately
following the incident, he
returned home, changed
into informal attire, and

left barefoot, ostensibly to
assist the victims, before
going into hiding. While
absconding, he reportedly
remained in contact with
her over the phone.

According to her state-
ment, Majumdar expressed
a clear desire to surrender
to the police but cited strict
instructions from some-
one forbidding him from
approaching the police
station before the 27th of
the month. She maintained
that she does not know the

identity of the person who
issued this directive.

The fatal stampede, which
occurred on the rainy
evening of Mahasaptami,
claimed the lives of 19 in-
dividuals, including sever-
al minors.

Investigators have identi-
fied a highly irresponsible
announcement made over
the pandal's public address
system-falsely warning
the crowd that the pandal
is collapsing - as the pri-
mary trigger for the mas-

sive panic and subsequent
deadly crush among the
devotees.

Since the tragedy, police
had been actively tracking
the individuals respon-
sible for the fatal public
announcements. The first
breakthrough in this spe-
cific track of the investi-
gation came on Thursday
when Sanjeev Raha, alias
Sentu, the treasurer of
the Chorbagan Puja com-
mittee, was apprehended
from a hideout in the Na-
dia district. Raha is sched-
uled to be produced in
court today. Detectives at
Lalbazar are now expected
to interrogate Majumdar
closely to verify his wife's
claims and uncover who
might have instructed him
to evade immediate police
custody.

ED Cracks Down on Belting App
Scam, Searches 15 Locations

HYDERABAD: The En-
forcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday conducted
simultaneous searches at
15 locations in Telanga-
na and Andhra Pradesh,
including Hyderabad and
Vijayawada, as part of a
money laundering inves-
tigation into alleged on-
line betting operations and
fraudulent investment app
networks.

The searches were carried
out under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) in connection
with an FIR registered by
the Pune Cyber Crime po-
lice in Maharashtra. In-
vestigators are probing al-
leged inter-state networks
accused of enticing people
with promises of high re-
turns and collecting hun-
dreds of crores of rupees.
The action in the two Telu-

gu states followed searches
conducted by the ED last
week in Delhi, Mumbai and
Gurugram. Investigators
reportedly found docu-
ments indicating possible
links with agents and sus-
pected hawala operators
in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.

The agency is examining
allegations that proceeds
generated through online
betting and fraudulent in-
vestment platforms were
routed through shell com-
panies and cryptocurrency
transactions before being

transferred overseas.
During Friday's searches,
ED officials examined re-
cords, financial transac-
tion documents and digital
devices at the residences
and offices of suspected
key operatives. The search-
es were aimed at tracing
the alleged money trail,
identifying beneficiaries
and establishing possible
links among app operators,
local agents and hawala
networks.

There were reports of cash
and documents relating
to bank accounts and sus-
pected hawala transactions
being recovered during
the searches. However, de-
tails of the alleged seizures
and the identities of those
under investigation were
not immediately available.
Further investigation is
under way.

UP Ranks First in Mission Karmayogi, Rajasthan Second

LUCKNOW:  Uttar

Pradesh

sition and Jammu and Kashmir

has secured the first position
in the country due to its effec-
tive implementation of Mission
Karmayogi and excellent per-
formance in capacity building
of government officials and em-
ployees. Uttar Pradesh was hon-
ored for this achievement in the
Northern Regional Workshop
organized jointly by Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia Uttar Pradesh
Academy of Administration and
Management (RUPAM) and the
Capacity Development Commis-
sion of the Government of India.
Rajasthan secured the second po-

secured the third position. With
this achievement, Uttar Pradesh
demonstrated its leading role in
the field of administrative effi-
ciency, training and continuous
capacity building of person-
nel. At the event, Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath recognized
the efforts of the officials and
training institutions involved in
this achievement. On behalf of
Uttar Pradesh, RUPAAM Direc-
tor General M. Devraj, Director
Sanjay Kumar, and Additional
Director and Nodal Officer Sunil
Kumar Chaudhary were honored

for their contributions. Under
Mission Karmayogi, capacity
building has been pursued as an
administrative priority in Uttar
Pradesh. According to data from
departments and ministries on

the iGOT Karmayogi platform,
the state has approximately
19.23 lakh registered users, of
which over 99 percent are active.
Additionally, over 350 train-
ing institutes have registered
under the Unnati initiative. In
January 2026, the state organ-
ized a seven-day capacity build-
ing program for all officers and
employees. The state also per-
formed exceptionally well during
the Sadhna Saptah. Initiatives
such as Nirbhay Netri, Nirb-
hay Chetna, Kaushal Setu, and
Kaushal Sarathi also reflect the
state's comprehensive approach

to capacity building. The perfor-
mance of various departments
in Uttar Pradesh under Mission
Karmayogi was also recognized.
Among the departmental catego-
ries, the Home Department se-
cured first place in Category A.
The department alone achieved
a remarkable feat by completing
over one crore training cours-
es. Director General of Training
Rajiv Agarwal and Dev Ranjan
Verma received this honor on
behalf of the Home Department.
The Basic and Secondary Edu-
cation Department was awarded
second place in its respective cat-

egory. The department has also
completed over one crore cours-
es. Additional Chief Secretary
Partha Sarathi Sen Sharma and
Director General (School Edu-
cation) Monika Rani received
this honour on behalf of the de-
partment. Higher Education De-
partment got the first prize in
category 'B'. Additional Chief
Secretary Amit Ghosh received
this honour. Infrastructure and
Industrial Development Depart-
ment got the second place in the
same category, for which Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Alok Ku-
mar received the award.
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