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Pinarayi attacks former Governor’s
move Lo remove PSC chairman

KERALAM: Opposition
leader Pinarayi Vijayan
has criticised former Gov-
ernor Rajendra Arlekar's
recommendation: to re-
move the Kerala Public
Service Commission chair-
man, describing the move
as illegal, unconstitution-
al and a serious abuse of
authority. In a Facebook
post, Vijayan alleged that
Arlekar had submitted the
recommendation  before
leaving office, continuing
what he described as a se-
ries of unlawful interven-
tions in the state’s affairs
during his tenure. Vijayan
demanded that the UDF
government clarify its po-
sition on the recommenda-
tion and explain whether it
supported the former Gov-
ernor’s action against the
constitutional recruitment

body. Referring to consti-
tutional provisions, he said
appointments to public
service commissions were
governed by Article 316.
He also pointed out that no
proceedings against mem-
bers of the Kerala PSC had
taken place before the Su-
preme Court. Invoking Ar-
ticle 163, Vijayan argued
that the Governor was re-
quired to act in accordance
with the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers.
He maintained that the
recommendation violated

constitutional safeguards
and exceeded the authority
of the gubernatorial office.
The opposition leader said
Kerala had no tradition
of targeting the PSC out
of political vendetta and
cautioned the government
against using the recom-
mendation to pursue par-
tisan objectives. 'Does the
UDF government support
unconstitutional positions
adopted by Governors ?' he
asked, demanding an un-
equivocal response from
the administration. He also

questioned whether the
government intended to
use the former Governor'’s
recommendation as a pre-
text to dissolve the existing
commission because of po-
litical bias or preconceived
notions.

Alternatively, Vijayan
asked, was the government
prepared to condemn the
action and reject the posi-
tion taken by Arlekar ?
Defending the commis-
sion’s functioning, he de-
scribed the Kerala PSC
as an institution that had
handled and completed re-
cruitment to government
posts commendably. His
remarks placed the gov-
ernment’s response to the
recommendation at the
centre of his criticism,
alongside questions about
gubernatorial authority.

Suspected Heroin Seized from
Two Police Personnel in Itanagar

ITANAGAR: Two police
personnel in Arunachal
Pradesh were apprehend-
ed after approximately 11
grams of suspected her-
oin were allegedly recov-
ered from their possession
during a search at a rented
residence in Jul Lang, Ita-
nagar, Capital Police said
on Sunday. According to
an official press statement,
the operation was conduct-
ed on October 24 following
specific intelligence inputs.
The police team was led by
Itanagar SDPO Chera Saban
under the supervision of
Capital SP Jummar Basar.
The search was carried out
after obtaining written au-
thorisation from the com-
petent authority and in the
presence of Town Magis-
trate Mary Tanyang. The
two personnel were iden-
tified as Constable Mon-

nong Tangku of Arunachal
Pradesh Police (Civil) and
Constable Jabdang Khabis-
ow of the India Reserve Bat-
talion (IRBn). Police said
approximately six grams of
suspected heroin were re-
covered from Tangku and
five grams from Khabisow.
Their mobile phones were
also seized. The search and
seizure proceedings were
conducted in the presence of
an Executive Magistrate and
an independent witness and
documented through the
e-Sakshya application.

A case was registered at Ita-

nagar Police Station under
Case No. 345/2026 under
Sections 21(a), 27A and 29
of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. Further in-
vestigation is underway to
trace the source of the sus-
pected contraband, identify
possible links and ascer-
tain whether others were
involved. Capital Police re-
iterated its zero-tolerance
policy towards drug-relat-
ed offences, asserting that
action would be taken irre-
spective of the rank or sta-
tus of those involved.

LG Saxena Announces Ladakh’s Historic Organic Farming Milestone

LEH:

In a historic milestone

for sustainable agriculture and
environmental conservation,
Lieutenant Governor Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena has declared the Un-
ion Territory of Ladakh India's
first 100% Organic Union Ter-
ritory, recognising its farmers'
dedication and the Administra-
tion's sustained efforts to pro-
mote chemical-free farming. The
achievement marks a significant
step towards protecting Ladakh's
fragile Himalayan ecosystem,
improving soil and water health,
enhancing farmers’ incomes and
ensuring a healthier future for

generations to come. Building
on its traditional farming prac-
tices and unique agro-ecological
conditions, Ladakh is position-
ing itself as a model for sustain-
able high-altitude agriculture.
The development also reinforces
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of promoting natural
farming, environmental conser-
vation, improving soil health and
climate-resilient agriculture.

Congratulating the farmers and
all stakeholders, the Lieutenant
Governor said, 'This is a moment
of immense pride for Ladakh and
the entire nation. Our farmers

have demonstrated that environ-
mentally responsible agriculture
can flourish even in the most
challenging geographical condi-
tions. Becoming a fully organic
Union Territory is not merely a

milestone; it is a commitment to
protecting our fragile Himalayan
ecosystem, preserving our tra-
ditional farming practices and
ensuring better livelihoods for
our farmers.' Notably, in a major
policy intervention in July 2026,
the Lieutenant Governor has or-
dered a complete prohibition on
the procurement, distribution,
sale, marketing and use of chem-
ical and synthetic fertilisers for
agricultural practices across
Ladakh. The move is aimed at
safeguarding organic certifica-
tion, protecting soil and water
resources and strengthening the

long-term sustainability of the
agricultural sector. The Admin-
istration has also taken steps
to support farmers during the
transition. In March 2026, con-
signments of organic fertiliser
were flagged off for distribution
among farmers across villages of
Ladakh to ensure timely availa-
bility before the sowing season.
The organic transition is expect-
ed to create new opportunities
for Ladakh's farmers by improv-
ing the value of locally grown
organic produce, including apri-
cots, sea buckthorn, buckwheat,
barley and vegetables. Organic

certification, better post-harvest
management, value addition,
branding and stronger market
linkages can help farmers ac-
cess consumers who increasing-
ly seek authentic, traceable and
organically produced food. The
Lieutenant Governor empha-
sised that the achievement must
translate into tangible benefits
for the farming community. 'Our
goal is to ensure that the organic
status of Ladakh brings real val-
ue to our farmers through better
market access, improved price
realisation and sustainable live-
lihoods.
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