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Chandrababu Naidu Directs
Officials to Prepare for Heavy Rains

AMARAVATI: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu on
Monday directed officials
in coastal districts to take
precautionary measures
to prevent loss of life and
property following an In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD ) warning of a
possible severe cyclonic
storm affecting the state.
Officials informed the
Chief Minister that the sys-
tem was likely to cross the
coast near Yanam, between
Bapatla and Visakhapat-
nam, on October 28. Mod-
erate to heavy rainfall was
expected in several dis-
tricts from Srikakulam to
Nellore from Tuesday af-
ternoon, accompanied by
strong coastal winds.
Heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall was forecast for

October 28 and 29 in North
Coastal Andhra, Konasee-
ma, East Godavari, West
Godavari, Eluru, Krishna,
NTR, Guntur, Palnadu,
Bapatla, Prakasam and
Nellore districts. Naidu di-
rected officials to keep the
Central Government in-
formed of the precaution-
ary measures being taken.
He ordered the relocation
of people from flood-prone
and low-lying areas to cy-
clone shelters, prioritising
elderly persons, persons
with disabilities, pregnant

women and infants. Offi-
cials said arrangements
were being made to shift
4,711 identified pregnant
women to primary health
centres, community health
centres and hospitals. The
Chief Minister directed
authorities to keep medi-
cal teams and ambulances
ready in affected districts.
He also ordered the de-
ployment of seven Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams and eight
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) teams
across 11 vulnerable dis-
tricts. Additional teams
were to remain on stand-
by in NTR and Visakhap-
atnam districts. Officials
were instructed to coordi-
nate with the Marine Po-
lice, Navy and Coast Guard
for rescue and relief oper-

ations. Authorities report-
ed that all fishermen who
had ventured into the sea
had returned safely, with
30,043 boats reaching
harbours. Naidu direct-
ed officials to ensure that
fishermen did not venture
into the sea until the sys-
tem weakened and condi-
tions returned to normal.
The Chief Minister
structed the Agriculture
Department to move har-
vested paddy to safe loca-
tions and take measures to
protect horticultural crops
spread across approxi-
mately 1.82 lakh hectares.
He also directed officials to
maintain adequate stocks
of essential commodities
at ration shops and restore
electricity supply prompt-
ly wherever disruptions
occurred.

in-

Pinarayi Vijayan, Family Get
Relief in CMRL-Exalogic Case

KOCHI: The Kerala High
Court’s division bench
stayed a single bench order
directing registration of an
FIR and an investigation
into the CMRL—-Exalogic
case based on a letter from
the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED). The bench halted
further proceedings arising
from the FIR and ordered
suspension of the investi-
gation while admitting ap-
peals filed by Opposition
Leader Pinarayi Vijayan,
his daughter T. Veena, her
husband and former min-
ister P.A. Mohammed Ri-
yas, and others. Issuing
notices to the ED and state
Vigilance, the court direct-
ed both agencies to submit
detailed counter-affidavits
within four weeks. Detailed
hearings on the appeals will
begin on November 25.

During the proceedings,

the bench sharply criti-
cised petitioner K.M. Sha-
jahan, warning him against
attempting to challenge a
Supreme Court order be-
fore the High Court. When
he said he intended to seek
revision of the apex court'’s
order, the bench respond-
ed that he should first get
that order set aside. The
court observed that support
from the media or the public
could not determine judicial
proceedings. It also ques-
tioned whether Shajahan
had followed the prescribed
procedure for pursuing a
criminal complaint. Ex-

plaining the sequence, the
bench said a complainant
should first approach po-
lice, then a superior officer
if no action followed, and
subsequently the magis-
trate, who could refer the
complaint to police. Shajah-
an replied that he could not
directly approach the mag-
istrate in this matter and
had complained to the state
police chief. Vijayan and
Veena had challenged the
single bench ruling, con-
tending that it was issued
without hearing them. After
the division bench initially
rejected their appeals, they
approached the Supreme
Court along with Riyas.

The apex court stayed the
single bench order for a
week and directed the High
Court’s division bench to
reconsider and decide their
appeals.

Delhi to Get New Tourlsm Attraction with Yamuna River Safari

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta on Monday in-
spected the trial run of the ‘Namo
Yamuna River Safari’, a cruise
service being developed along
the Yamuna River between So-
nia Vihar and Jagatpur. During
the visit, she received a detailed
briefing from officials on the
project’s progress, operational
arrangements and facilities be-
ing developed for passengers.

The Chief Minister said the peo-
ple of Delhi shared a deep emo-
tional and cultural bond with the
Yamuna. The introduction of the
river safari, she said, would give

this connection a new dimension
while opening up fresh avenues
for tourism and recreation in the
national capital. CM Gupta said
the government planned to for-
mally launch the service before
the Chhath festival so that resi-
dents could experience the new
attraction. The initiative would
allow people to enjoy a cruise
while viewing the Yamuna and
would mark an important step
towards developing an appealing
tourism destination for families.
She emphasised that while tour-
ism infrastructure was being de-
veloped, equal importance must

be given to maintaining the riv-
er’s cleanliness and protecting
the environment. Delhi Tourism
Minister Kapil Mishra and offi-
cials from the departments con-
cerned were also present during
the inspection. The Chief Minis-

ter said the cruise service was be-
ing developed along an approx-
imately six-kilometre stretch of
the river between Sonia Vihar
and Jagatpur. The project is ex-
pected to open up new tourism
opportunities in Delhi, stimu-
late local economic activity and
generate employment. Facilities
along the riverfront are being
developed to transform the area
into an attractive destination for
tourism and recreation.

As part of the project, facilities
for visitors will include food Kki-
osks, restaurants, a children'’s
play zone and other essential

public amenities. During the
inspection, officials informed
the Chief Minister that prepa-
rations were under way to op-
erate a cruise with a capacity of
30 passengers on the route. The
round trip from Sonia Vihar to
the Shani Temple at Jagatpur
and back is expected to take ap-
proximately 35 to 45 minutes.
Passengers will enjoy a boat ride
along the designated route before
returning to their point of depar-
ture. The trial run is planned to
continue for approximately one
week, with the formal inaugu-
ration tentatively scheduled for

the first week of November. An
official announcement will be
made once the final date has been
decided. Under the proposed
pricing structure, visitors will
be charged an entry fee of Rs. 50
for the premises, while the pro-
posed fare for a complete cruise
journey will be Rs. 500. CM Gup-
ta appreciated the efforts of the
concerned departments of the
Central and Delhi governments
in bringing the project to frui-
tion. She said effective coordi-
nation among various agencies
was helping create new tourism
opportunities in the capital.
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