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New Delhi: The Lok Sabha early
Thursday adopted a  Statutory
Resolution confirming the imposition
of President's rule in Manipur with
opposition supporting the decision but
slamming the Centre for the situation
in the state.

Replying to a short debate, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said the
government has taken all possible
steps to bring back normalcy in the
restive northeastern state. He said there
has been no violence in Manipur in
the last four months, adding that talks
were on with both Meitei and Kuki
communities for a peaceful solution.
"By and large the situation is peaceful.
Aslong as people are in camps, [ would
not say the situation is satisfactory. The
government is taking all possible steps
to restore peace in Manipur," he said.
The home minister said the ethnic
violence in Manipur had started
following an order of the state's high

court. "The day the order came, we sent
the central forces by air. There was no
delay on our part (in taking action)," he
said. He said, so far, 260 people have
died in the violence that started in May
2023 and 80 per cent of them lost their
lives within the first month.

Shah said he did not want to compare
the violence that had taken place during
the tenure of the previous governments
but wanted to tell the House about
the clashes between the Naga and
Kuki communities that took place in
the 1990s over five years. "Sporadic

violence continued for a decade where
750 people lost their lives. There were
Kuki-Paite clashes in 1997-98 when
352 people were killed. In the Meitei-
Pangal clashes in the 1990s, over 100
people died. Neither the then prime
minister nor the then home minister
visited Manipur," he said. The home
minister said an impression has been
given that violence erupted only during
the BJP rule, which is not correct.
Earlier, participating in the debate,
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor said
his party supported the resolution but
wanted the restoration of peace and
stability in the state. "End insurgency,
restore peace and stability, promote
dialogue with each other, promote
inclusivity," he said. Sayani Ghosh of
the Trinamool Congress said her party
too supports the resolution but favours
early restoration of peace. DMK's K
Kanimozhi said "divisive" politics
should come to an end in Manipur.

Lok Sabha confirms imposition of President's rule in Manipur

Road ahead for Post Ofﬁce m Indla

New Delhi: Till very recently, post
offices in India were functioning as per
provisions of a British era Indian Post
Office Act of 1898. Even though post
office performs many functions other
than mail delivery, the Act identified

post office mainly as an instrument =

of mail delivery and money order
payment. Present Government not
only reposed its trust in the post office
as an arm of the Government of India,
but has also empowered it in many
ways since 2014. Some of the major
initiatives are detailed below.

First and foremost, the Act itself
has been repealed and a new Post
Office Act 2023 has been passed by
the Parliament in December, 2023.
The Act embodies the concept of
Ease of Living and Ease of doing
Business in the 16 sections. Through
this enactment, post office has been
converted from a mail delivery
arm of the Government to service

Siddaramaiah to meet Rahul Gandhi: Will
Karnataka have more Deputy CMs?

New Delhi: The big question on the
tenure of Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah will be discussed during
a meeting with Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. According to News9’s Gautam
Shankar, who is tracking the development
from Bengaluru, both Siddaramaiah and
Gandhi are scheduled tomeetin New Delhi
on Thursday (April 3). DK Shivakumar,
who currently holds the post of DY CM,
is also in the national capital to hold talks
with the Congress High Command. The
62-year-old Kanakapura MLA also
holds portfolios of water resources and
Bengaluru  development departments
apart from being the president of the
Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCQO).

In a significant development, Karnataka
Forest Minister Eshwar Khandre also
left for the national capital at Sam on
Thursday. The visit of the minister wasn’t
initially part of the schedule. The move has
sparked speculations of Khandre being
the frontrunner to replace Shivakumar
as the KPCC president. This comes as
AICC leadership aims to balance the caste

equation with the KPCC president post as
the Congress eyes Lingayat voters.
Siddaramaiah is set to propose the creation
of two additional posts of Deputy Chief
Ministers (DY CMs) in his 30-minute
meeting with Gandhi. The Varuna-elected
MLA will express his wish to continue
as the CM after the completion of his
two-and-a-half-year tenure at the end of
2025. The meeting has been arranged by
All India Congress Committee (AICC)
General Secretary KC Venugopal. The
supporters of Shivakumar camp have
been vouching for his elevation to the
CM'’s post with many publicly stating that
he will take the oath in December most
likely and complete his remaining tenure
of 2.5 years. It was widely speculated that
the rotational CM could be the possible
way given that both Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar vied for the CM post.

It will be interesting to see whether
Shivakumar will be able to convince the
Congress top leadership for his long-term
ambitions or will Siddaramaiah manage to
complete his full term given that he won’t
contest in Assembly elections anymore.
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New Delhi: “It’s the economy, stupid!
was the defining message in the 1992
US presidential campaign. Coined
by Bill Clinton’s campaign manager,
James Carville, the postulation rings
true today like never before.

US President Donald Trump has reset
the global trade order bringing in a
new alarming sense of unilateralism
to tariffs. As the world paces to decode
the impact of the Trump tariff card, it
is clear that multilateralism has been
buried down under. Under the weight
of the tariff tsunami, world trade bodies
are scurrying for cover.

The Trump order has not come totally
unexpected but what is an element of
total surprise is the acute element of
bilateralism that would determine the
trade reset among nations.

While trade pundits get to assess the
full impact country wise, let us for
a moment get to pivot away from
economics to politics. Let us begin with
Trump himself. He has played perfectly
to his core constituency telling it that he
is the ultimate boss man, an avatar he
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has donned to ‘Make America Great
Again’. The messaging from his camp
will get louder in the days to come
when he is positioned as a leader who
defies his friends and foes alike to put
America first in his scheme of things.
Any legitimate outcry on very likely
fears of inflation soaring coinciding
with recession engulfing America
would be sought to be drowned in the
cacophony of ‘Make America Great
Again’. Mark Trump’s domestic and
international ratings in the days to come
as they hit the roof. A new template for
power has just been announced.

The tiered tariff order would obviously
have a tiered response globally with

delivery. With technological tools,
it’s possible today to deliver many
services by the post office both at the
post office counter as well as at the
doorstep through ubiquitous Postmen
and Gramin Dak Sevak. Section 3
of the new Act empowers Central
Government to decide on the services
that can be rendered through post
office in terms of the law in force at
the time in respect of such service.
The new Act has 16 sections as
compared to 77 in the old Act. 1898
Act focused on postage stamp, postal
article and money order whereas
2023 Act focuses on Service, Postage
Stamp and Address.

Trump’s tariff gambit: Global shake-up,
India’s balancmg act and the Modi template

the majority of the countries being at a
receiving end. This means the majority
of global leaders would take a beating
in their respective ratings in their core
constituencies.

From China to Vietham and Japan
to South Korea, the new tariff card
would mean a set back to their
economies, at least in the short to
medium term, while their serving
leaders would find it difficult to take
the dressing down, especially in their
domestic constituencies. What would
the Trump tariff diktat mean to India
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi?
The economic impact, from initial
estimates, would be in the range of $30
to 35 billion dollars annually, which
again would come down once we
formally hear of pharmaceutical being
excluded. It is interesting to note that
while Trump slapped a 26 per cent tariff
on India, he left out pharmaceuticals
simply because generics from India
shape up the health of the American
citizen. Smart politics from Trump and
a leeway to the Modi government.
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