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Sensex tanks 1,000 points; Nifty
drops below 24,000-level

Mumbai: Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty declined sharply in
morning trade on Friday dragged lower
by Axis Bank and growing concerns
over geopolitical tensions following
the terror attack at Pahalgam, in Jammu
& Kashmir.

Wiping out all early gains, the 30-share
BSE benchmark gauge tanked 1,004.04
points to 78,797.39 in late morning
trade. The NSE Nifty dropped 338.1
points to 23,908.60.

Experts said worries over growing
geopolitical tensions amid Tuesday's
terror attack weighed on market
sentiment. From the Sensex firms,
Axis Bank declined 4.50 per cent
after the country's third largest private
sector lender reported a marginal
decline in March quarter profit to

Rs 7,117 crore, from Rs 7,130 crore
in the year-ago period. Adani Ports,
Bajaj Finserv, State Bank of India,
Power Grid, Eternal, Bajaj Finance,
NTPC, Tata Motors, Mahindra &
Mahindra and Tata Steel were also
among the laggards. However, Infosys
and Tata Consultancy Services were
trading higher. There are tailwinds
and headwinds for the market now.

Important that India stands united
against terror: Rahul in Srlnagar

Srinagar: Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi Friday said the
idea behind the Pahalgam terror attack
was to divide the people of the country
and it was imperative that India stood
united to defeat terrorism once and for all.
"It is a terrible tragedy and I came here to
get a sense of what is going on and to help.
The entire people of Jammu and Kashmir
have condemned this terrible act. They
have fully supported the nation," Gandhi
told reporters here.

The Congress leader, who arrived here
Friday morning, visited the Army's 92
Base hospital at Badamibagh Cantonment
to inquire about the injured.

"I met one of the injured, I could not meet
the others because they have gone back.
My love and affection to everybody
who has lost family members. I want
everybody to know that the whole nation
stands together as one," he said.
Referring to an all-party meeting that
took place in Delhi on Thursday,
Gandhi asserted that a united opposition
condemned the terror attack and is behind
the government.

"The idea behind what has happened

is to divide society, is to make brother
fight brother and it is very important that
every single Indian stands united, stands
together so that we can defeat what the
terrorists were trying to do," Gandhi said.
The Congress leader also met J-K
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and the

two briefed him about what happened.

"T assured them both that I and our party

are going to support them," he said.
On the alleged harassment

sisters from Kashmir ...

defeat terrorism once and for all."

of
Kashmiris elsewhere in the country,
Gandhi said, "It is sad to see that some
people are attacking my brothers and
I think it
is very important that all of us stand
together, stand united and fight this
nasty action that has been taken and

A strong tailwind is the sustained FII
buying which has touched a cumulative
amount of Rs 29,513 crore during
the last 7 days, VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.

He further added that another tailwind
is US Treasury Secretary Scot Bessent's
remark that "India is expected to strike
the first bilateral trade deal with the
US." "The potential headwind looming
large on the horizon is the uncertainty
regarding India's response to the
terror attack and its consequences,"
Vijayakumar said.

In Asian markets, South Korea's Kospi
index, Tokyo's Nikkei 225, Shanghai
SSE Composite and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng were trading in the positive
territory.

New Delhi:
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Chopra invited Nadeem, who defeated
the Indian in Paris last year to win gold,
for the inaugural Neeraj Chopra Classic

"After all that has taken place over the
last 48 hours, Arshad's presence at the
NC Classic was completely out of the
question. My country and its interests
will always come first," Chopra, who is
a Subedar Major in the Indian Army, said

"To those that are going through the loss
of their people, my thoughts and prayers

‘Have been doing US dirty work for 30 years’,
Pakistan Defence Minister on funding terror

New Delhi: Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif has finally
accepted that his country is supporting
and funding the terrorist organisations
for nearly 30 decades. Khawaja
Asif has admitted to the same in an
interview with US news channel Sky
News amid the tensions between the
two neighbours following killing of
26 tourists in Pahalgam in Jammu and
Kashmir.

According to Pakistan Defence
Minister, his country has been doing
the dirty work of funding terrorists
on behalf of the United States for
over three decades, said a report in
Moneycontrol citing Sky News.

“Pakistan has been doing this dirty
work for 30 years for United States
and West including Britain,” Khwaja
Asif said on a question about funding
terrorism. He also admitted that
indulging in such activities was a

are with you. Along with the entire
nation, I am both hurt and angry at what
has taken place," said Chopra.

"[am confident that our country's response
will show our strength as a nation and
justice will be served," he added.
Nadeem had declined to come citing
other commitments.

The 27-year-old Chopra said he is well
aware of the chatter surrounding his
invitation to Nadeem after the Pahalgam
attack in which 26 people, mostly tourists,
were gunned down by terrorists.

"..Most of it has been hate and abuse.
They haven't even left my family out of
it," said Chopra. "I usually am a man of
few words, but that doesn't mean I will not
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mistake and Pakistan has suffered on
this account. “If we had not joined the
war against Soviet Union and later on
the war after 9/11, then Pakistan’s track
record was unimpeachable,” he added.

The Pakistan Defence Minister also
lashed at US for blaming it for terror
activities saying, “It is convenient for
big powers to blame Pakistan that
fought with them against earstwhile
Soviet Union in the 1980s. All these
terrorists of today were whining and
dining in Washington,” the report said
quoting Khwaja Asif. Khawaja Asif
also accused the US of using ‘terrorists’
to fight its war against Soviet Union in
Afghanistan during the 1980s. In the
view of multiple terror attacks on Indian
soil in the last several decades, New
Delhi has accused Islamabad of funding
and supporting terrorism using its terror
proxies especially in fomenting unrest
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Getting hate and abuse for inviting Pak's
Nadeem to NC Classw Neeraj Chopra

Indian javelin throw
star Neeraj Chopra on Friday said he
has been bombarded with "hate and
abuse" for inviting Pakistan's Arshad
Nadeem to next month's NC Classic in
Bengaluru, clarifying that the Olympic
"completely
out of question" in the aftermath of
the Pahalgam terror attack. The Tokyo
and Paris
Games silver-winning star from Haryana
said he was deeply hurt to see his and
his family's integrity being questioned in

speak up against what I think is wrong.
More so when it comes to questioning
my love for our country, and the respect
and honour of my family," he wrote.
Chopra said invites for NC Classic
were sent out on Monday, a day before
the Pahalgam terror attack in which 26
people, mostly tourists, were killed.

"The invitation I extended to Arshad was
from one athlete to another -- nothing
more, nothing less. The aim of NC
Classic was to bring the best athletes to
India and for our country to be the home
of world-class sporting events.

"Invites had gone out to all athletes
on Monday, two days (sic) before the
terrorist attacks at Pahalgam," he added.
Mother targetted

Chopra also highlighted the targetting of
his mother, Saroj, for her statement after
the Paris Games last year in which she
described Nadeem as akin to her son.

"l also find it difficult to understand
how people switch opinions. When my
mother - in her simplicity - had made an
innocent comment a year ago, there was
an outpouring of praise for her views.
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