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ED arrests former Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s son Chaltanya in money laundering case

Bhilai, Chhattisgarh: Chaitanya Baghel,
the son of senior Congress leader and former
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel, has been

arrested by the Enforcement Directorate [

(ED) in connection with an alleged money
laundering case linked to a liquor scam.
This marks the second ED raid on the
Baghel family residence in Bhilai this year.
The arrest has sparked political tension, with
Bhupesh Baghel criticising the move as a
“birthday gift” orchestrated by PM Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah for his son.
Ex-CM slams Centre over timing

Bhupesh Baghel claimed the raid was
politically motivated and aimed at
preventing him from speaking out against
the large-scale felling of trees for a coal
mining project by the Adani Group in
Tamnar tehsil, located in the Raigarh

district.

Speaking to ANI, Bhupesh Baghel said,
“Congress is fighting against Adani. This
strategy has been adopted to muzzle the
Opposition. They are now targeting my son,
so that no one can raise their voice against
Adani. We will not get scared or bow
down. Today, my son has been arrested on
his birthday. Last year on my birthday, my
advisor was targeted.”

In the wake of Chaitanya’s arrest, all the

‘Bengal can be top industrial state
under BJP’: PM Modi in Durgapur

New Delhi: During arecentrally in Durgapur,
West Bengal, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asserted that the states potential can be
unlocked under BJP governance.

At a massive public rally in Durgapur, West
Bengal, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
outlined a vision for the state’s economic
transformation under BJP  leadership.
His address, a key moment in the BJP’s
election campaign, focused on the stark
contrast between the BJP’s governance
model and that of the incumbent Trinamool
Congress (TMC). Modi promised that a
BJP government in West Bengal would
usher in an era of unprecedented industrial
growth, positioning the state as a leading
industrial hub in India. This pledge was
underpinned by his criticism of the TMC’s
alleged misgovernance, accusing the party
of actively hindering the progress of central
government schemes designed to benefit
the poor and improve infrastructure. He
specifically highlighted the negative impact
of the alleged “syndicate raj” and extortion
prevalent in the state, claiming it discourages
investment and stifles economic growth.

To substantiate his claims, Modi pointed
to the economic progress witnessed in
BJP-governed states like Assam, Tripura,
and Odisha. He described the positive
trajectory of these states as evidence of the
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and sustainable development.
examples of improved
increased 1investment,
in these states as models for what

envisions for West Bengal. The Prime
Minister directly addressed concerns about
investment and employment, arguing that
the current atmosphere of uncertainty and

insecurity under the TMC government

a major deterrent to potential investors.
He emphasised the need for a government
that prioritises the rule of law, protects the
livelihoods of its citizens, and fosters a

climate of trust and stability necessary

attract foreign and domestic investment.
Modi appealed to the people of West
Bengal to give the BJP a chance, promising
a government committed to honesty, hard

work, and strong leadership capable

realising the state’s enormous potential. The
rally underscored the BJP’s determination to
win the upcoming elections and implement

its vision for West Bengal’s future.
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BJP’s commitment to good governance
He cited

infrastructure,
and job creation

Congress MLAs, including Bhupesh
Baghel, boycotted the Chhattisgarh
Assembly proceedings this morning
(Friday). Charan Das Mahant, Leader of
Opposition in Chhattisgarh  Assembly,
said, “The ED is exerting pressure to harass
the Baghel family and others. They have
arrested Chaitanya. We strongly oppose this
and are boycotting the proceedings.”

As the Congress MLAs walked out of the
Assembly, they raised slogans, including:
“Ek pedh Maa ke naam, baki sab Baap ke
naam” (One tree in the mother’s name, the
rest in the father’s name).

Meanwhile, reports quoted official sources
confirming that more searches were being
carried out by the ED at Bhupesh Baghel’s
residence as part of their ongoing probe into
the alleged scam involving his son.

New Delhi: Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has said police
will "not hesitate" to take action against
Congress leaders Mallikarjun Kharge
and Rahul Gandhi if it finds that their
speeches had instigated encroachers to
attack security forces in Paikan Reserve
Forest on Thursday.

Sarma also maintained that the
opposition party was preparing to fight
next year’s state polls with a single-point
agenda of putting him behind bars.
Talking to reporters after attending a
party meeting late on Thursday evening,
Sarma said, "Kharge and Gandhi visiting
Assam is not the question. But in their
meeting, they openly encouraged the
encroachers and land jihadis to encroach
government land."

Congress president Kharge and Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha Gandhi
had visited the state on Wednesday,
during which they had held a closed-
door discussion with top state party
functionaries here and later addressed
party workers at Chaygaon, 40 km from
Guwahati.
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Class XII students in drunken frenzy,
brutally assault teacher for reporting them

Sivakasi: A government school teacher in
Tiruthangal near Sivakasi, Virudhunagar
district, was brutally attacked by his
own students after he questioned them
for returning to school intoxicated. The
incident has sent shockwaves through the
education community, raising concerns
about student discipline and the safety
of teachers. Shanmugasundaram (47), a
political science teacher at a government
higher secondary school, noticed four
Class 12 students returning late after
lunch, staggering and smelling of alcohol.
Known for his strict yet caring approach,
he questioned their behaviour and warned
them that he would report the matter to
the principal. Enraged by his intervention,
the students—reportedly in a drunken
stupor—suddenly attacked him with
a liquor bottle. Eyewitnesses say the
students struck Shanmugasundaram on

The chief minister claimed that the
speeches by the two leaders had
"encouraged and emboldened"
encroachers, who allegedly attacked
security forces in Paikan Reserve Forest
in Goalpara on Thursday morning and
in clashes that followed, one civilian
was killed and 20 others, including
policemen,  injured.Referring  to
Kharge’s statement that Congress will
rehabilitate the evicted people in the
state, Sarma said, "Because of these kinds
of speeches, people get encouraged and
those evicted people started throwing
stones and beating police with sticks and
various other weapons (at Paikan)."

He said police have registered a case
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the head, causing the bottle to shatter and
leaving him bleeding profusely from his
head and wrists. The assailants then fled
the scene but were later apprehended
by the police. Two of the students were
arrested and sent to a juvenile reform
home, while cases have been registered
against the others. The injured teacher was
rushed to a nearby hospital, where he is
undergoing treatment for serious injuries.
Fellow teachers and school authorities
expressed shock over the incident,
condemning the students’ behaviour and
calling for stricter measures to prevent
such occurrences in the future.

Police won’t hesitate take action against Kharge,
| Rahul if their words 1nst1gated encroacherS° CM

already, and they will see whether these
statements were directly or indirectly
responsible for the incident.

"Police will go through the speeches
made by Gandhi and Kharge. And if we
see that there are elements which invite
penal action, police will not hesitate
to take action against them," Sarma,
who also holds the Home department,
asserted. On Gandhi claiming that
Sarma will be put in jail for corruption
by the people, the BJP leader said, "The
big question is whether Rahul Gandhi
will be in jail and when. ED has seized
many property of Robert Vadra today
(Thursday). There are many jails in
India waiting for the Gandhis."

"You see, he is just an MP today.
How can he arrest a chief minister?"
Sarma said, adding that even Congress
members do not give importance to
what Gandhi says."Congress  will
contest the 2026 Assam election on only
one agenda that Himanta Biswa Sarma
will be put behind bars. Who will vote
for a party whose manifesto will be of
only that one line?" Sarma claimed.
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