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Candidates who avail themselves
of reservations are not entitled
to a general category seat after

taking advantage of reservations

New Delhi. The Supreme Court
has issued an important ruling
regarding reservations. The apex
court stated that if a candidate
avails of a reserved category
(e.g., SC, ST) exemption in an
examination, they cannot claim
an appointment to an unreserved,
or general, seat. This Supreme
Court ruling came in a case
related to the Indian Forest
Service (IFS) examination. This
case involved the 2013 Indian
Forest Service examination. This
examination had two stages: a
preliminary examination and a
main examination, followed by an
interview.

What was the whole matter ?
The cut-off for the general
category in the preliminary
examination was 267 marks,
while for Scheduled Caste (SC)
candidates it was 233 marks.

G. Kiran, an SC candidate, took
advantage of the 233 mark
relaxation and secured 247.18
marks, passing the examination.
Meanwhile, Antony S., a general
category candidate, failed to
qualify. Mariyappa cleared the
general cut-off by scoring 270.68
marks.
What the High Court said in its
decision
The government, therefore,
allocated the General insider
seat to Antony and sent Kiran
to the Tamil Nadu cadre. Kiran
did not like this decision. She
filed a petition in the Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
and then the Karnataka High
Court. Both courts ruled in
Kiran's favor. She argued that
Kiran's final rank was better than
Antony's, so she should be given
the General seat.
The Supreme Court overturned
the HC's decision.

However, the Union of India
(government ) disagreed with
this decision and approached
the Supreme Court. A bench of
Justices J.K. Maheshwari and
Vijay Bishnoi overturned the
Karnataka High Court's decision.
The Supreme Court stated that
the IFS exam is a unified selection
process, in which passing the
preliminary exam is necessary to
appear for the main exam.

The SC issued its order under

these rules

The Supreme Court cited Rule
14(ii) of the IFS exam rules.
This rule contains a condition:
only those reserved category
candidates who have not availed
of any exemptions or concessions
in any phase of the exam can
be considered for unreserved
seats. The court clearly stated
that G. Kiran had availed of the
relaxations granted to the SC
category in the preliminary exam.
Therefore, even if he secured
a better rank than a general
category candidate in the final
merit list, he would not be entitled
to an unreserved seat.

'Once the quota is availed...
Justice Maheshwari wrote in his
judgment that once a reserved
category candidate avails of
the exemption, they cannot
be considered for unreserved
vacancies. He also stated that
exemptions granted in the
preliminary exam cannot be
ignored in subsequent stages.
The Supreme Court also cited an
earlier case (Union of India vs.
Sajeeb Roy ) in its judgment. That
case also held that if a reserved
category candidate avails of any
age, cut-off, or other relaxations,
they cannot be considered for an
unreserved seat unless the rules
explicitly permit it.

Congress sees hope in the MNREGA movement,
history also favors the partv

New Delhi. The attempt to change the structure
of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA ) and
advance it under the new name VB-G RAM

G (Vikas Bharat Guarantee for Employment
and Livelihood Mission Rural ) has intensified
political debate. Congress has declared a
nationwide movement against it, calling it an
attack on the very essence of MNREGA. This
movement is a key part of Congress's strategy to
re-establish its political hold in rural India.

Threat to Legal Guarantees
Congress alleges that the government wants
to weaken the legal guarantees of MNREGA
by changing its name and structure. The party
says that MNREGA is not just an employment
scheme but has been a lifeline for the rural
poor, especially the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and Backward Classes. A new structure
like VB-G RAM G threatens to erode the legal
guarantees of employment, timeliness of wage
payment, and the commitment to providing work

according to needs.

To capitalize on this politically, Congress has
prepared a comprehensive program spanning
one and a half months, from Panchayat to
Parliament. Under this initiative, letters from
Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and

Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, will be personally delivered to
village heads, former village heads, employment
servants, and MNREGA workers.

In recent years, the Congress has attempted to
launch nationwide campaigns on issues such as
vote theft and SIR. However, after the defeat in
the Bihar Assembly elections, there was a feeling
within the party that such issues had limited
ground impact. Therefore, it sought a topic
directly related to the livelihoods of the people.

MNREGA fits this criterion.

History also favors the Congress
MNREGA is believed to have played a decisive
role in its return to power at the Centre in 2009.
Now, the party is seeking to activate that same
social base. Particularly in states like Uttar
Pradesh, where the Congress party has long
been weak, MNREGA is expected to create new
political ground. The Congress wants to pressure
the government not to tamper with the scheme's
core principles.

Trump's loyal doctor brokered Pakistan's deal; "Munir'
began operations as soon as Pahal gam happened!

New Delhi. India was stunned
by the Pahalgam terrorist
attack. However, Pakistan was
already actively wooing US
President Donald Trump. It
appears that Pakistani Army
Chief Asim Munir, fearing
potential Indian action, had
already made a thorough

plan to persuade Trump on
Pakistan's rare earth and
critical minerals. A report
reveals that a former loyal
doctor of US President Donald
Trump played a powerful role
in securing Asim Munir's
entry into the White House,

and Pakistan was successful in

getting what it wanted from the

UsS.

The deal began immediately
after Pahalgam

According to an ET report,

Pakistan has secured a special

place for itself in the White
House through Dr. Ronny
Jackson, a former loyalist of
US President Donald Trump.
The report reveals that on April
22, 2025, Pakistani terrorists
carried out a massacre in

Pahalgam, and on May 1,

Dr. Jackson held a special
meeting with Pakistani officials
regarding the rare earths

deal. According to the report,
this doctor ultimately helped
Pakistan secure this deal with
the United States.

india launched an attack on
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) on the night of
May 6-7, 2025, under Operation
Sindoor. Just prior to this,

on May 6, Pakistani officials
spoke with Dr. Jackson over
the phone regarding this
possibility.
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