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Another
FTA between
India and EU

"Mother of All

Major tension
brewing for India
from Bangladesh!
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R a hul ‘ ; a n dh 1 1 e a d e r S h 1 Deals After China, now the US is also making this special move
®0® New Delhi European
S . " Commissi President
BJP shares Shakeel Ahmed s video, questions Leader of Opposition U?;Eianssffn der reile;;

New Delhi. Senior Congress
leader Shakeel Ahmed’s

not because of vote rigging, but
because of internal weaknesses.

arrived in Delhi on Saturday
for a four-day visit to India,
aiming to expand bilateral

statement regarding Rahul But Rahul Gandhi is repeatedly relations  and  finalize
Gandhi and the party’s internal blaming the Election Commission ; several key initiatives.
democracy has sparked political to protect himself. Prime Minister Narendra

turmoil. The BJP has targeted
both Congress and Rahul Gandhi
through Shakeel Ahmed’s
statement. The BJP has accused
Rahul Gandhi of sidelining
leaders who speak out within the
party. Furthermore, the BJP says

No one takes Rahul seriously
Meanwhile, BJP national
spokesperson Pradeep Bhandari,
in a post on the social media
platform X, said that no one in
the Congress takes Rahul Gandhi
seriously ! Bhandari shared a

video clip of Shakeel Ahmed

Modi will hold summit talks
with Costa and von der
Leyen on January 27th. The
meeting comes amid global
concerns over the economic
and security policies of US
President Donald Trump's

Delhi: General

Bangladesh

New
elections in
are just a month away.
Meanwhile, there are reports
that the US is trying to
build a friendly relationship

with the Jamaat-e-Islami

Islamic law, the American
diplomat reportedly said
that Washington has the
power to exert pressure,
including imposing 100
percent tariffs on them.

China and Pakistan are also

that Rahul Gandhi, who speaks administration.  European | party in Bangladesh before making moves.

of democracy, does not believe on X, saying that no Congress Council President Antonio | next month’s elections. This China and Pakistan
in democracy within his own Fl i YR ! ! leader takes Rahul Gandhi Costa will arrive in the { news could further strain continue to lean toward
party. The BJP said that Rahul Shahzad Poonawala said that who worked with Sonia Gandhi.  seriously. Former Congress MP national capital on Sunday. : US relations with India. Jamaat-e-Islami, raising

Gandhi has turned the Congress
into a parasitic party in national
politics. Congress leaders are
now admitting this.
Those who speak of party

interests are sidelined
Regarding the statement of
former Congress leader Dr.
Shakeel Ahmed, BJP leader

Shakeel Ahmed, a very senior
leader and former minister,
says that Rahul Gandhi is the
most cowardly and foolish
person. According to Shakeel
Ahmed, Rahul Gandhi doesn't
like anyone who doesn’t treat
him like a boss. That's why he
sidelined many senior leaders

Poonawala said that Rahul
Gandhi sidelines anyone who

speaks of national interest or the

party’s interests—whether it’s
Shakeel Ahmed, Tariq Anwar,
senior Congress leader Digvijay

Singh, or Kumari Selja. The BJP

spokesperson said that all of
them are saying that they lost

Shakeel Ahmed admits that the
Congress party is collapsing
under Rahul Gandhi's leadership.
In the near future, Congress will
cease to be even a third party

in national politics. Meanwhile,
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor
declined to comment on Shakeel
Ahmed’s statement.

Both top European leaders
will attend the Republic
Day celebrations on January
26th as chief guests. During
the summit, India and the
European Union are likely
to announce the conclusion
of a much-anticipated Free
Trade Agreement (FTA).

7 Years in Prison, No Evidence of Dowry Death

Supreme Court Corrects Lower Court’s Mistake

Former Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
been living in exile since
being ousted from power in
2024 amid massive protests.
Significantly, before the
US, there have been reports
of China and Pakistan also
developing close ties with
the Jamaat. Thus, tensions
are brewing for India from
neighboring countries one
after another.

America Growing Closer

to the Jamaat

several questions in regional
politics. Both China and
Pakistan are aware that
the BNP could emerge as
the largest party in the
elections, while the Jamaat-
e-Islami  would  finish
second and play the role of
the opposition. Despite this,
both countries maintain
regular contact and dialogue
with the Jamaat.

According to foreign affairs
experts, China and Pakistan
view the Jamaat as an

New Delhi. The Supreme Court relied primarily on the statements the allegations made by the ; The  Washington = Post important balancing force
has rectified a lower court’s of the deceased’s mother prosecution witnesses regarding : reported that American against India’s influence.
mistake in sentencing a man (Complainant-6 ), brother dowry demands were material | diplomats are seeking to Pakistani officials are in
named Karan Singh to 7 years (Complainant-7 ), and maternal omissions. He further argued i expand their interactions contact with Jamaat leaders
in prison for dowry murder uncle (Complainant-8 ) to prove that there was no evidence to i with  the  once-banned at various levels. China’s

under Sections 304-B  (dowry
death ) and 498-A of the IPC,
1860, without any evidence. A
fine of K500 was also imposed,
and an additional three months’
imprisonment was imposed if

and sustain the charges of dowry
murder and cruelty.

Parents Acquitted
While  the  parents  were
acquitted by the Sessions Court,
Karan Singh was convicted of

suggest that the deceased was
subjected to cruelty immediately
before her death. Citing the case
of Charan Singh alias Charanjeet
Singh v. State of Uttarakhand
(2023 SCC OnLine SC 454),

radical group. The report
cites an audio recording
of a meeting on December
Ist. An American diplomat
in Dhaka, in a closed-
door meeting with some

ambassador to Bangladesh,
Yao Wen, met with Jamaat-
e-Islami's Amir Shafiqur
Rahman.

Why is the closeness to
the Jamaat a concern for

the fine was not paid. the crimes. He was sentenced he argued that mere allegations i Bangladeshi journalists, said India ?
Furthermore, the High Court to seven years' rigorous of dowry demands, without | thatthe country had become Opinion polls indicate
later upheld the convi ction, imprisonment for dowry evidence of cruelty immediately | ‘Islamized’ and predicted that the BNP will come

leaving him no option but to
approach the Supreme C ourt
to challenge the lower court’s
conviction of 24.01.20 02 and
the High Court’s decis ion of
09.11.2010.

The Supreme Court, in setting

The Court found that the lower
courts had repeatedly committed
errors in applying the essential
elements of these crimes without

was found dead at her in-laws’

home on April 2, 1998. The
post-mortem report stated the
cause of death as asphyxia due

murder and one year’s rigorous
imprisonment for cruelty, along
with a fine of K500 and three
months’ imprisonment in default
of payment of the fine. This
sentence was later upheld by the
High Court.

before death, are insufficient for
conviction under Section 304-B
of the Indian Penal Code.
What the Supreme Court
Said
A bench of Justices Abhay S. Oka
and Ujjwal Bhuyan expressed

that Jamaat-e-Islami would
perform ‘better than ever'
in the February 12 elections.
The Washington Post has
withheld the diplomat’s
identity. The official was
quoted as saying, ‘We want

to power in Bangladesh.
Consequently, even if it
does not come to power,

the Jamaat will remainq}
politically and  socially
relevant. The Jamaat has
been banned several times

aside the appellant’s conviction carefully and thorough 1 y to hanging, indicating suicide. Dissatisfied with the lower serious concern that despite | them to be our friends." in Bangladesh’s history.
under Sections 304-B (dowry examining the evidence required After her death, the appellant and High Court decisions, numerous authoritative decisions { The report said he could Despite this, the party
death ) and 498-A of the Indian by law. and her parents were charged Karan Singh approached the and repeated clarifications by i be heard urging journalists maintains a strong cadre,
Penal Code, 1860 (IPC) , What is the whole case ? with offenses under Sections Supreme Court the Supreme Court on the scope | to give more airtime to the extensive organizational
examined the evidence o n Appellant Karan Singh was 304-B (dowry death) and 498- Dissatisfied with the lower and application of Section 304- | party’s influential student structure, and influence

record and the manner in which
the lower courts applied the law
in convicting the accused.

married to Asha Rani on June
25, 1996. Within seven years
of their marriage, Asha Rani

A (cruelty ) of the Indian Penal
Code.
During the trial, the prosecution

court and High Court decisions,
Karan Singh approached the
Supreme Court, arguing that

B of the Indian Penal Code,
lower courts continue to apply
these provisions mechanically.

wing. Regarding fears that
Jamaat-e-Islami could lead
Bangladesh toward stricter

in many institutions. The
Jamaat-e-Islami’s close ties
to Pakistan are well known.
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