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Emergency landing at Kolkata airport °Y

as Turkish Airlines plane catches fire

KOLKATA: A Turkish
Airlines widebody aircraft
carrying 236 people made
a “full emergency landing”
at Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport
in Kolkata Wednesday af-
ternoon after its right en-
gine reportedly caught fire
shortly after departure from
Kathmandu.

Airport authorities con-
firmed that all 225 passen-
gers and 11 crew members
were unharmed. The air-
craft is currently stationed
at the Kolkata airport, un-
dergoing a technical inspec-
tion.

Flight THY-727, an Airbus
A330-300 bound for Istan-

bul, took off from Nepal's

Tribhuvan International
Airport (TIA) at 1.29 pm.
Within four minutes, the
crew detected a malfunc-
tion in the right engine. Ac-
cording to Gyanendra Bhul,
deputy spokesperson for the
Civil Aviation Authority of
Nepal (CAAN), the pilot
immediately informed the
Kathmandu tower and shut

down the affected engine.
The aircraft travelled over
the Dharke area in Dhading
district for approximately
10 minutes to assess the sit-
uation. While the crew had
the option to return to Kath-
mandu or divert to Bhaira-
hawa, they determined the
aircraft was unfit for long-
haul travel and opted for an
emergency landing in Kolk-
ata. Subsequently, the plane
touched down safely in Kol-
kata at 3.03 pm.

The emergency landing
comes during a period of
heightened concern regard-
ing aviation safety. Last
week, a Learjet 45 charter
aircraft operated by VSR

Ventures crashed in Maha-
rashtra’'s Baramati while
landing, Kkilling five peo-
ple, including Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar. The
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has since
ordered a special audit of
the operator.

On June 12, 2025, an Air
India Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner crashed into a building
in an Ahmedabad suburb
seconds after takeoff. The
crash, which killed 260 peo-
ple — 241 on board and 19 on
the ground — was attributed
to a sudden loss of thrust
after fuel control switch-
es reportedly moved to the
“cutoff” position.

200 UNITS OF FREE POWER FOR 2.23 LAKH J&K FAMILIES:
J&K LG SINHA GREENLIGHTS NC’S BIG POLL PROMISE

New Delhi: In a major boost
to the ruling National Con-
ference's key poll promise
made during the 2024 As-
sembly elections, the Centre
has approved the Jammu
and Kashmir government’s
project to provide 200 units
of free electricity to 2.23
lakh Antyodaya Anna Yo-
jana (AAY) families in the
Union Territory.

“On the recommendation of
J&K government, the Min-
istry of New and Renewable
Energy, Gol, has accorded
approval to a project for
providing 200 free units
of electricity to 2.23 lakh
AAY families of Jammu and
Kashmir under PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojna—Util-

ity Led Aggregation (ULA)
model,” Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha said in his address on
the opening day of the Bud-
get Session here Monday,
adding that it would be im-
plemented soon. Providing
200 units of free electric-
ity to every household was
among the National Confer-
ence's key electoral prom-
ises. In the last Budget, the
government had proposed
initiating the scheme by
first extending the benefit
to AAY families.

Highlighting structural
changes in the power sector,
the Lt Governor said major
hydropower projects — Pa-
kal Dul, Kiru, Kwar and
Ratle— with a combined ca-

pacity of 3,014 MW are un-
der active execution. Over
the past five years, 5,708
MVA has been added to
the distribution sector and
4,239 MVA to the transmis-
sion sector, he added.

The installation of smart
prepaid meters is being car-
ried out in mission mode,
with 10.44 lakh meters al-
ready installed and 100 per
cent coverage targeted by
2026—27. This has led to a
9 percent reduction in losses
and a 16 per cent increase in
revenue realisation, he said.
Parallelly, solarisation of
government buildings and
households under PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana is
strengthening the Union

Territory’s renewable en-
ergy footprint. More than
6,700 government buildings
and over 16,800 households
have been solarised, reduc-
ing power costs and en-
hancing energy security, he
added.

Terming tourism a vital pil-
lar of J&K's economy, the
Lt Governor said 1.78 crore
tourists visited the Union
Territory in 2025 despite
challenges posed by secu-
rity-related incidents and
natural calamities. Recog-
nising tourism as a lifeline,
the government undertook
confidence-building mea-
sures, improved facilitation
and strengthened coordina-
tion with stakeholders.

SURAT: Surat Municipal
Commissioner M Nagarajan
on Wednesday presented a
draft budget of Rs 10,593
crore for 2025-26, marking
a rise of Rs 593 crore — the
highest in Surat’s history.
No increase in property
taxes or user charges was
proposed in the draft budget.
In the current year, 8 new
overbridges will be built in
Surat, which is also known
as ‘Bridge city’. At the same
time, Rs 332 crore has been
proposed for existing and
new roads in the city.

As per the provision, the
SMC will spend Rs 5,073
crore as capital budget
for development works in
2026-27 while for the same
year the revenue income
is estimated to be Rs 5,777
crore. Among the revenue
income, the biggest part of
29 per cent will be from non-
tax revenue and user charges
which will be 23 per cent.
Around 48 per cent of total
expenses will be incurred in
the establishment section; in
addition, around 19 per cent
of revenue will be spent on
renovation, repairing, and
power charges. SMC has
proposed 8 mnew flyover
bridges worth Rs. 540
crores for the next year in
the city, to ease the traffic

congestion.
The SMC has started
preparing to implement

the “Urban Green Policy”
to make the city greener.
Green standards will be set
up at the ward level across
the city. Special “Green
officers” will be appointed
for the maintenance of

the environment who will

constantly monitor greenery
at ward level. Under “Tree
Health Card” the health of
every three in the city will
be surveyed periodically
and its proper maintenance.
With this initiative, Surat
will make a significant
contribution to achieving
the ‘Net Zero’ target of the
Government of India by
2047 and will become the
second city in the country to
adopt such a policy.

Special attention is given
to developing the famous
‘Letchworth —  Garden
City Concept’ as part of
modern urban planning in
Surat. A feasibility study
will be conducted by the
municipal administration to
examine the possibilities of
implementing this concept
in the city. An attempt will
be made to achieve harmony
between the residential
area and nature through
the Garden City model,
thereby  improving the
living standards of Surat's
citizens.

Under the Swachh
Vayu Survekshan 2024,
conducted by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Surat
secured 1st rank in the
country (among cities with
a population over 10 lakh).

RAT GETS RS 10,593 CR DRAFT BUDGET,
RS 593 CR HIKE IS ITS HIGHEST YET

The city's major economic
activities are done in
the diamond and textile
industries-dominated areas
and the SMC has allocated
Rs 22 crore for purchase of
latest equipment to deal with
fire and rescue operations.

SMC commissioner M
Nagarajan said, “Ground-
mounted solar park having
capacity to generate 10
MW, had been operational
in December, wherein over
1.73 crore units of power
will be generated, which
will help in the reduction of
power bills of SMC worth Rs
13 crore per annum.”

Apart from this, SMC will
introduce a new concept
to educate children found
begging at traffic signal
junctions and other places.
For this, SMC authorities
will coordinate with Surat
district legal Service
authorities and start “Signal
School” in the near future.

Prioritising women's
safety and hygiene in
urban infrastructure, Surat
Municipal Corporation has
emphasized establishing
‘Pink Toilets’ in busy
areas and public spaces.
These facilities will ensure
safe access for women and
include modern features
like sanitary pad vending
machines and incinerators.
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