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KANSHI RAM MUST BE AWARDED BHARAT RATNA BY
CENTRE TO AVOID REPEATING CONG'S ERROR: MAYAWATI

LUCKNOW: BSP supremo Mayawati
asked the Centre on Sunday to confer
the Bharat Ratna on party founder
Kanshi Ram rather than repeating the
Congress's error with B R Ambedkar.
On Kanshi Ram's birth anniversary,
Mayawati lambasted the Samajwadi
Party, Congress, and BJP, claiming
they only talk about the Bahujan

but rarely act for their elevation.

The Muslim community has greatly
distanced itself from these parties,
and with the Brahmin community
aligning with the BSP, it appears that
the SP's political and caste enmity has
grown, Mayawati stated. She praised
Kanshi Ram for his efforts toward

an equal society and encouraged the
BJP-led government to confer the
highest civilian honor on him.

The present BJP-NDA administra-
tion at the Centre should not delay
awarding 'Bahujan' leader Kanshi
Ram ji with the Bharat Ratna, as the
Congress party did not do so for the

+asp National Preside|
70th [
"Peg

architect of India's Constitution, Ba-
basaheb Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar. His
contribution to the creation of an eq-
uitable society in the country, as writ-
ten in the Constitution, is historic,
and as a result, he is also remembered
in the hearts of the people, according
to the former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister. He not only established a
political movement, but also built a
government in a huge and significant
state such as Uttar Pradesh and ap-
pointed me as its chief minister, she

remarked of the Dalit legend.
Mayawati's comments came a day
after Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
stated that if Jawaharlal Nehru had
been alive, Kanshi Ram would have
been appointed chief minister by the
Congress. Nehru, India's first prime
minister, died in 1964, while Kanshi
Ram rose to prominence in politics
with the establishment of the back-
wards-championing BAMCEF in
1978, which was later strengthened
by the foundation of the Bahujan
Samaj Party in 1984. In his homage
to the Dalit icon, Gandhi stated that
Mahatma Gandhi, Babasaheb Bhim-
rao Ambedkar, and Kanshi Ram never
compromised on their convictions.
Gandhi was addressing at the Sam-
vidhan Sammelan, which took place
in Lucknow ahead of Kanshi Ram's
birth anniversary. He stated that if
Jawaharlal Nehru were still alive,
Kanshi Ram would have served as the
Congress' chief minister.

47 villages bordering Nepal to be
developed under Vibrant Village
Project II in Lakhlmpur Kheri

LAKHIMPUR: As many as
47 villages in Lakhimpur
Kheri district that share
borders with Nepal would
be built as the first border
villages under the Cen-
tre-sponsored Vibrant Village Programme
II (VVPII), complete with all-weather
roads and telecommunications connection.
According to Kheri District Magistrate
Durga Shakti Nagpal, border security and
border development must go hand in hand.
We are enhancing the infrastructure and
livelihood possibilities in these 47 villages
through the VVP II in order to raise their
living conditions and make our border
communities stronger, more prosperous,
and securely anchored.

The programme aims to develop infra-
structure, conduct border-specific out-
reach activities, and create better liveli-
hood opportunities through the promotion
of tourism, cultural heritage, and skill

development, as well as
strengthen local self-help
groups, cooperative societ-
ies, youth, and women, she
said. According to District
Statistics Officers (DSTO)
Arvind Verma, the 47 border villages
comprised 18 villages from the Pallia
tehsil and 29 from the Nighasan tehsil.
The planning department in Uttar Pradesh
will manage the execution of the VVP II,
which encompasses all border villages with
Nepal, including Balrampur, Shrawas-

ti, Maharajganj, Pilibhit, Bahraich, and
Kheri. Verma stated that a district-level
committee led by the Kheri district mag-
istrate had been constituted to guarantee
that the plan was properly implemented.
Meanwhile, the UP planning department
had a video conference meeting with the
district authorities involved a few days ago
to discuss the projects for the state's VVP
IT execution, according to officials.

MOTHER HACKED TO DEATH WHII.E RESISITING ATTEMPT TO ABDUCT DAUGHTER

Chennai: A 45-year-old woman
was brutally hacked to death
while attempting to protect

her daughter from an alleged
abduction attempt by a gang in
Pudukkottai district in the early
hours of Sunday. The shocking
incident occurred at Neduvayal
village near Alangudi and has
triggered panic among resi-
dents of the locality. The victim,
identified as Kaliammal, was

the wife of Suresh, a farmer and
daily wage labourer. The couple
have three children — daughters
Swetha (20) and Subadarshini
(18), and a son Balamurugan
(12). According to police sourc-

es, Suresh had earlier moved to
Chengalpattu for work, where
he developed a relationship
with a woman named Vijayal-
akshmi and later married her
as his second wife. Both fam-
ilies were reportedly residing
in separate houses in the same

village, which had been a source
of tension within the family for
some time.

Investigators said the dispute
escalated about two years ago
when Vijayalakshmi's brother
Viven (34 ), a resident of Chen-
galpattu, expressed his wish to

marry Subadarshini. However,
Kaliammal and her daughter
strongly opposed the proposal.
Despite their refusal, Viven
allegedly continued to press for
the marriage, leading to repeated
arguments between the families.
Police said the ongoing conflict
eventually caused Vijayalakshmi
to separate from Suresh and live
apart. According to preliminary
investigations, the violence un-
folded around 3 a.m. on Sunday
when Viven allegedly arrived at
Kaliammal's house along with
two unidentified accomplices.
The trio is suspected to have
attempted to abduct Subadarsh-

ini while she was asleep. Police
said the men allegedly gagged
the girl with a cloth in an effort
to prevent her from raising an
alarm. However, the girl report-
edly woke up during the attempt
and cried for help. Hearing her
daughter’s distress, Kaliammal
rushed to the room and tried to
stop the attackers.

Enraged by her resistance, the
suspects allegedly attacked Ka-
liammal with a sickle, inflicting
multiple grievous injuries to her
head and body. She died on the
spot due to the severity of the
injuries, police said. Following
the attack, the assailants fled the

scene. After neighbours alerted
authorities, personnel from Va-
dakadu police station rushed to
the village, secured the area, and
recovered the body. It was later
sent to Pudukkottai Government
Medical College Hospital for
post-mortem examination.
Police have launched a man-
hunt to trace Viven and the two
unidentified accomplices. Senior
officers said special teams have
been formed to track down the
suspects. The gruesome killing
has left villagers shocked and
fearful, with residents demand-
ing swift action against those
responsible.
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