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YANG'S FRILL-LIMBED TREE FROG REGORDED
IN MEGIIA[AYA I:IIII THE FIRST TIME

SHILLONG: In a notable
boost to Meghalaya’s biodi-
versity records, researchers
have documented the pres-
ence of the Yang's frill-
limbed tree frog (Kurixalus
yangi) in the state for the
first time, indicating that
the region’s amphibian
diversity remains largely
unexplored.

According to the official
sources the species was
discovered during an am-
phibian survey in Mawpat
village of South West Khasi
Hills district by Holiness
Warjri and Madhurima Das
of Assam Don Bosco Uni-
versity, along with wild-
life researcher Jayaditya

Purkayastha of Help Earth.
The tiny frog was recorded
on October 10, 2024, at an
elevation of around 1,355
metres above sea level.
Researchers confirmed the
species through detailed
morphological examination
and genetic analysis of the
mitochondrial 16S rRNA
gene. The specimen has

since been preserved in the
zoological collection of As-
sam Don Bosco University
for further scientific study.
Originally described from
Yunnan in China, Kurix-
alus yangi has earlier been
reported from Myanmar
and parts of Northeast
India such as Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram and Na-

galand. The latest f 1nd1ng
extends the species’ known
distribution to Meghalaya.
Scientists say the discov-
ery also highlights grow-
ing conservation concerns
for amphibians in the
state. Climate change, hab-
itat loss and the harvest-
ing of frogs for food are
considered major threats
to amphibian populations.
Researchers emphasised
that continued surveys and
conservation efforts will
be vital to better under-
stand and protect Megha-
laya's fragile amphibian
habitats while uncovering
more hidden species in the
region.
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YOGI ARRIVES TO ATTEND COORDINATION
MEET OF RSS VICHAR PARIVAR

KANPUR: Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath arrived in
Kanpur on Friday to attend
a coordination meeting of
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS)'s Vichar
Parivar. His helicopter
landed at the helipad on
the Chandrashekhar Azad
University of Agriculture
and Technology campus,
where he was welcomed by
BJP representatives and
officials. In this meeting,
held at Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Sanatan Dharma
Vidyalaya in Nawabganj,
Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath will spend ap-
proximately two and a half
hours brainstorming with
officials from various or-

ganizations. Ex-BJP State
President Bhupendra Singh
Chaudhary and State Orga-
nization General Secretary
Dharampal Singh, along
with several prominent
officials associated with the
Vichar Parivar, will also

be present. The meeting
will discuss organizational
strategy, public relations
campaigns, and other
political issues related to
the upcoming assembly

elections in 2027. Discus-
sions will also be held on
strengthening coordination
between the Sangh and the
BJP. Following the meet-
ing, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will also visit
the residence of BJP MLA
Mahesh Trivedi in Kidwai
Nagar. There, he will attend
a ceremony celebrating the
MLA's daughter's recent
wedding and bless the new-
lyweds.

Iran war disrupts airline service, eight flights
cancelled, over 450 people cancel tickets

LUCKNOW: Flight operations

which was 17 previously,

flight information.

in demand for dates, the prices

crisis. Rashid, a date trader in

to Gulf countries have been dis-
rupted since the attack on Iran.
A series of flight cancellations
continues. Flight operations
between Amausi Airport and
Gulf countries have not yet re-
turned to normal. On Thursday,
eight flights to Dammam, Dubali,
and Abu Dhabi were canceled,
resulting in the cancellation of
over 450 tickets. Airlines issued
refunds totaling Rs. 2.25 lakh

(approximately $250,000 USD).

Several airlines have stated they
will reissue tickets once the situ-
ation returns to normal.

Flight operations to Gulf
countries have been disrupted
since the attack on Iran. Due to
the closure of Iran and Dubai's
airspace, flights from Lucknow
to Gulf countries have been

canceled. The number of flights,

dropped to eight on Thursday.
Air India Express flight IX-193
to Dubai, Indigo flight 6E-

1415 to Abu Dhabi, and Indigo
flight 6E-097 to Dammam were
canceled. IndiGo flight 6E-1424
from Sharjah to Lucknow, Air
India Express flight IX-198 from
Dubali, IndiGo flight 6E-1416
from Abu Dhabi, IndiGo flight
6E-098 from Dammam, and
Air India Express flight IX-194
from Dubai were all canceled.
Meanwhile, at Amausi Airport,
passengers and their families
thronged the counters to get

Passengers are also worried
about refunds: Dhirendra Singh
booked a flight from Dubai to
Lucknow. He has been worried
about a refund since his flight
was canceled on March 3rd. Sim-
ilarly, Mohammad Ikhlag Ahmed
booked a ticket to Riyadh. His
ticket was canceled due to the
airspace closure, but he has not
received a refund yet. Contacting
the airline said the money had
been transferred to the ticket
agent's account. Date prices
surge, war creates uncertainty
over imports: With the increase

have also increased. Due to the
ongoing tensions between Iran
and Israel, there is uncertainty
regarding date imports from
Gulf countries. Traders say the
increase in wholesale prices is
limited, but the impact is more
pronounced in the retail mar-
ket, forcing customers to pay
higher prices. Wholesale traders
currently report adequate stock
of dates, but retailers in ma-
jor markets, including Chowk,
Aminabad, and Nakkhas, have
slightly increased prices in an-
ticipation of a potential import

Chowk, explained that demand is
higher than ever due to Rama-
dan. While the market currently
has stock, new supplies have not
arrived. If the situation in West
Asia remains the same for a long
time, prices could rise further.
Wholesaler Danish said that the
price of dates in the wholesale
market is roughly the same

as before, but traders Junaid
Khan of Aminabad and Bhure

of Dandia say that the wholesale
market has seen arise of five to
ten rupees per kilogram in the
last seven days.
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