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Chandigarh School Receives Bomb Threat via

Email, Security Agencles Lau

CHANDIGARH: Panic
gripped the city after a
bomb threat was reported
at a school in Sector-32.
The threat, sent via email,
triggered an immediate re-
sponse from police, bomb
disposal squads, and fire
brigade teams, who rushed
to the spot and cordoned
off the premises to initiate
a thorough search oper-
ation. At the time of the
incident, students were in
their classrooms following
morning prayers. The sud-
den arrival of a heavy po-
lice presence caused anx-
iety among students and
staff. However, officials
urged everyone to remain
calm and cooperate. As a
precautionary measure,
security was heightened
both inside and outside the
school campus.

Police and bomb dispos-
al teams carried out an
extensive search of the
entire campus, including
classrooms, corridors,
parking areas, store
rooms, and open spaces.
Advanced equipment is
being used to detect any
suspicious objects. Fire
brigade teams have also
been deployed at the site
to handle any emergency.
Additional police person-
nel have been stationed
outside the school, closely
monitoring movement

in the surrounding area.

nch Massive Search

Preliminary investigations
indicate that the threat was
sent via email. The police
cyber team is working to
trace the sender’s identi-
ty and location. Officials
stated that the matter is
being treated with utmost
seriousness and is be-

ing investigated from all
angles. Notably, several
government and private
schools in Chandigarh
have received similar
bomb threats via email in
the past. Threats have also
been sent to institutions
such as the passport office,
post office, Punjab Sec-
retariat, High Court, and
district courts. Although
no explosives were found
in earlier cases, security
agencies have consistently
conducted thorough checks
with heightened vigilance.
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BENGAL POLLS: EC ORDERS BAMBOO BARRICADING
AT BODTHS WITH(JUT BUUNDARY WALLS

KOLKATA: In a move
aimed at ensuring free and
fair elections in West Ben-
gal, the Election Commis-
sion of India has issued key
directives to strengthen se-
curity at vulnerable polling
stations. The Commission
has instructed authorities
to erect temporary bam-
boo barricades around
booths that lack permanent
boundary walls to prevent
unauthorized access.
According to a source

in the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer, several
polling stations—many
located within school
premises have been identi-
fied during inspections as
lacking proper enclosures.
This raises concerns that
outsiders could bypass
security surveillance by
central armed police forces
deployed at these locations.

The issue is particularly
acute in remote and for-
ested areas, where polling
stations are surrounded by
dense vegetation or open
terrain, increasing the risk
of security breaches. Tak-
ing this into account, the
Commission has directed
that such booths be secured
with bamboo fencing,
along with the deployment
of additional security

personnel to ensure strict
monitoring and control of
entry points.

The Commission has also
issued specific instructions
to Booth Level Officers,
directing them to distribute
voter slips door-to-door,
similar to the recently
concluded Special Intensive
Revision exercise. It has
clearly stated that under no
circumstances should this

responsibility be delegated
to representatives of any
political party.

Ahead of the first phase

of polling, sector officers,
presiding officers, and oth-
er election staff have been
given strict guidelines to
maintain neutrality. They
have been instructed not to
seek or accept any assis-
tance from political parties
or their agents during the
polling process.
Additionally, election per-
sonnel have been advised
against accepting food,
water, or any other items
from political representa-
tives, and instead rely sole-
ly on arrangements made
by the administration.
Polling in West Bengal will
be conducted in two phases
on April 23 and April 29,
with counting of votes
scheduled for May 4.

Post devastating Lucknow inferno, 2 toddlers killed

LUCKNOW: Two children were
killed in a major fire that torched
a slum cluster in the Vikas Nagar
area of district here on Thursday,
police said, as rescue workers
and villagers combed through the
scene, which had been turned to
ashes by the flames the night be-
fore. The deaths of two toddlers,
both approximately two years
old, were found late Wednes-
day, hours after the horrific fire
broke out, according to Deputy
Commissioner of Police (East)
Deeksha Sharma. The bodies have
been submitted for a post-mor-
tem. Their parents have been

notified, and the identification
procedure is already ongoing, she
said. The fire broke out Wednes-
day evening in a slum cluster
along the Ring Road in Vikas
Nagar, quickly engulfing roughly
200 shanties and reducing peo-
ple' valuables to ashes. Hundreds
of individuals, largely domestic
workers and daily wage earners,

were made homeless.

After getting information about
the incident, fire trucks were
quickly dispatched to the scene,
and rescue and relief efforts
were launched without delay,
according to Sharma. Teams
from the police, fire department,
SDRF, and NDRF have been sent
to the location since Wednesday
evening, she added, adding that
the rescue effort continued late
into the night. According to offi-
cials, the fire destroyed over 200
shanties, displacing hundreds

of inhabitants, the majority of
whom are domestic workers and

daily wage earners. Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh and Sama-
jwadi Party head Akhilesh Yadav
voiced their worry at the event,
calling for urgent assistance and
a thorough inquiry. Authorities
stated the cause of the fire has yet
to be determined. Hundreds of in-
habitants returned to the charred
ruins of their homes in the Vikas
Nagar slum cluster on Thursday
morning, sifting through the
ashes in a desperate quest for
valuables, only to discover that
practically everything had been
gone. Men, women, and children
were spotted rummaging through

layers of smoke and rubble,
trying to find their belongings,
but the majority returned emp-
ty-handed when the magnitude of
damage became clear in daylight.
Kuch na bacha, sab bar gawa
(Nothing is left, everything is
gone in fire ), the woman cried

in Awadhi, breaking down as

she dug through the ruins of her
destroyed cottage. The scene was
littered with burned steel closets,
twisted trunks, wrecked bicycles,
charred kitchenware, gas burn-
ers, and strewn garments, as well
as half-burnt vegetables within
kitchen racks. Coolers, pedestal

fans, and even refrigerators were
discovered gutted. A strong odor
of smoke persisted, and some de-
bris continued to produce fumes.
When a refrigerator was opened,
there were still indications of fire
within. Many people suffered not
just pecuniary losses, but also
severely personal ones. Deepa, a
domestic worker, explained that
she had meticulously collected
money over the years to create
her home. I had gathered every-
thing piece by piece. Nothing re-
mains, she said. Another woman
stated she had some money and
jewelry.
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