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T8 KILLED IN FIRECRAGKER FACTORY AMIT SHAH VOWS TO PUSH DELIMITATION BILL,

EXPLOSION NEAR VIR“DHUNAGAR

VIRUDHUNAGAR: At
least 18 people were killed
and several others injured
in a powerful explosion at
a firecracker manufactur-
ing unit in Kattanarpatti
near Virudhunagar on
Sunday, sending shock-
waves across the region.
The incident occurred at
the Vanaja Firecracker
Factory, owned by Muthu
Manickam of Govindanal-
lur, which was reportedly
operating with a valid
licence. According to offi-
cials, around 30 workers
were present at the facility
when the explosion took
place during routine fire-
cracker production.
Preliminary reports sug-
gest that friction during
the manufacturing process
may have triggered the
blast, causing highly com-

bustible materials to ignite
instantly. The explosion
was so intense that at least
four rooms of the factory
were completely destroyed.
Residents in nearby areas
reported hearing the sound
of the blast from several
kilometres away.

Fire and rescue services
personnel from Sivakasi,
Sattur and Virudhunagar
rushed to the spot imme-
diately after receiving
information. Firefighters
battled the flames for over
an hour before bringing
the blaze under control,
paving the way for rescue
operations. Rescue teams
faced significant chal-

lenges as several workers
were trapped under debris.
After hours of search
operations, authorities
confirmed that 18 bodies
had been recovered from
the site. The injured were
shifted to nearby hospitals,
where they are undergoing
treatment. Superintendent
of Police Sreenatha visited
the accident site and super-
vised the rescue efforts. Po-
lice have registered a case
and launched an investiga-
tion to ascertain the exact
cause of the explosion and
to examine whether safety
protocols were followed.
The tragedy has once again
highlighted concerns over
safety standards in fire-
cracker units in the Virud-
hunagar region, a hub for
fireworks manufacturing
in Tamil Nadu.

TARGETS DMK-CONGRESS AT ERODE RALLY

COIMBATORE: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Sunday asserted that the
NDA government would
ensure the passage of the
proposed Delimitation Bill
in Parliament, accusing the
DMK-Congress alliance of
blocking efforts to expand
political representation in
Tamil Nadu. Addressing an
election rally in Modakuri-
chi in Erode district ahead
of the April 23 Assembly
polls, Shah said the Centre
had proposed increasing
the number of Assembly
constituencies in the State
by 50 per cent to better
reflect population changes
and strengthen democratic
representation. He alleged
that the proposal was
stalled due to the 'narrow
political thinking and vest-
ed interests' of the DMK

and Congress. 'We will not
accept this conspiracy.
The NDA government is
committed to fulfilling the
aspirations of the people of
Tamil Nadu, and I assure
you that the Delimitation
Bill will be passed,’

Shah said.

The Union Minister also
criticised the opposition
over delays in implement-

ing women's reservation
in legislatures. Referring
to the proposed Wom-

en's Reservation Bill, he
accused the DMK-Congress
alliance of lacking genuine
commitment to enhancing
women's political partici-
pation.

Turning to state politics,
Shah launched a sharp
attack on the DMK leader-

ship, accusing it of pro-
moting dynastic rule. He
referred to the political lin-
eage of M. Karunanidhi, his
son M. K. Stalin, and the
emergence of Udhayanidhi
Stalin, alleging that gov-
ernance had remained
concentrated within

one family.

Pitching for the AIAD-
MK-led NDA alliance, Shah
expressed confidence that
the coalition would form
the next government in
Tamil Nadu. He promised
that an NDA regime would
curb corruption, improve
law and order, and restore
the State’s prominence. The
rally was part of Shah's
intensive campaign tour as
the BJP and its allies seek
to expand their footprint in
a State traditionally domi-
nated by Dravidian parties.

Punjab Govt’s anti-beadbi bill becomes law
with Governor’s assent : Harpal cheema

CHANDIGARH: The Pun-
jab government, led by Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann, has
officially implemented the ‘Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
Amendment Bill’ after receiv-
ing assent from the Governor.
The legislation mandates life
imprisonment for those found
guilty of desecration of Sri
Guru Granth Sahib. Address-
ing a press conference at Pun-
jab Bhawan, Cabinet Minister

Harpal Singh Cheema termed
the move a decisive step to up-

hold communal harmony and
protect the sanctity of religious
scriptures. He alleged that in-
cidents of beadbi had occurred
during previous regimes,
particularly citing the Nakodar
incident of 1986 and the Bar-
gari and Behbal Kalan cases

of 2015. Cheema criticized
earlier governments for failing
to deliver justice, stating that
multiple commissions and Spe-
cial Investigation Teams were

formed, but key evidence went
missing and investigations
remained incomplete. 'Culprits
and conspirators were shield-
ed from the law for years,' he
said. Highlighting develop-
ments since 2022, the minister
said the current government
has accelerated long-pending
investigations. 'For the first
time, influential individuals
who previously enjoyed po-
litical protection have been

compelled to seek anticipatory
bail,' he added, reiterating the
government 's commitment to
bring all offenders to justice,
regardless of status. Explain-
ing the provisions of the new
law, Cheema said it is compre-
hensive and leaves no room for
offenders to escape. It not only
targets those directly involved
in acts of desecration but also
holds masterminds and con-
spirators accountable. The

legislation also addresses the
misuse of 'mental instability'
as a defense, making guardians
or custodians liable in cases
of negligence. Concluding,
Cheema said the law fulfills a
key promise made by the gov-
ernment and AAP Convenor
Arvind Kejriwal. He described
it as a strong legal framework
aimed at safeguarding reli-
gious dignity and maintaining
peace in Punjab.
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