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Odisha Vigilance Arrests Nayagarh Junior Around 150 illegal shops demolished near
Engineer for Accepting Rs 1.36 Lakh Bribe Howrah station in anti-encroachment drive

BHUBANESWAR: Odis-
ha Vigilance on Saturday
arrested Keshab Subudhi,
Junior Engineer of Bha-
pur Rural Works Sec-
tion in Nayagarh district,
along with his associate
Ashutosh Baliarsingh for
allegedly demanding and
accepting a bribe of Rs 1.36
lakh from a contractor.
According to Vigilance
officials, the accused had
demanded the bribe in ex-
change for clearing pend-
ing bills related to con-
struction and maintenance
work carried out under the
Mukhya Mantri Sadak Yo-
jana (MMSY) for the year
2021—-22 in Khandapara
area of Nayagarh district,
as well as for facilitating
the release of the contrac-
tor’s security deposit.
Officials stated that after
completion of maintenance

work, the contractor had
repeatedly requested the
Junior Engineer over the
last three to four months
to take measurements and
process the release of the

Initial Security Deposit
(ISD) and other refund-
able security amounts.
However, the accused al-
legedly demanded Rs 1.36
lakh as illegal gratification
for the purpose.

Following a complaint
lodged by the contractor,
Odisha Vigilance laid a
trap on May 17 and ap-
prehended the accused at

the government residen-
tial quarters of the Junior
Engineer in Khandapara
while accepting the bribe
amount through his asso-
ciate.

Investigators said Keshab
Subudhi had instructed the
contractor to hand over
the money to Ashutosh
Baliarsingh, who was al-
legedly acting on his be-
half. The entire bribe
amount was recovered and
seized in the presence of
witnesses.

Subsequently, simultane-
ous searches were carried
out at the accused officer’s
government residence in
Khandapara, his flat at
Metro Apartment in Hans-
pal, Bhubaneswar, and his
office chamber. During
the searches, officials also
seized 17 old denomination
currency notes of Rs 2,000

each from the government
quarters. Both accused
persons have been arrested
and are being forwarded to
court. In connection with
the case, Bhubaneswar
Vigilance Police Station
Case No. 07 dated May 16,
2026, has been registered
under Section 7 of the
Prevention of Corruption
(Amendment) Act, 2018.
Further investigation is
underway.

According to official re-
cords, Keshab Subudhi
joined government service
on February 25, 2014, as
a contractual Junior Engi-
neer in Nabarangpur RW
Division-II with an ini-
tial monthly salary of Rs
9,300. He was transferred
to Nayagarh RW Division
in September 2020, and his
services were regularised
in October 2022.

KOLKATA: Railway au-
thorities carried out a
major anti-encroachment
drive near Howrah Rail-
way Station late Saturday
night, demolishing around
150 illegal shops and tem-
porary structures to ease
passenger movement and
improve security in the
area, officials said. Ac-
cording to railway sources,
several makeshift shops
and unauthorised struc-
tures had been occupying
space outside the station
for along time, causing in-
convenience to commuters
and creating congestion
around the busy transport
hub. A large police force
was deployed during the
operation and the entire
area was cordoned off be-
fore bulldozers were used
to remove the encroach-
ments one by one. Officials
said some shopkeepers had

removed their belongings
in advance, while goods
belonging to several others
were affected during the
demolition drive.

Railway authorities said
notices had been served
earlier asking the en-
croachers to vacate the
area. However, as the en-
croachments remained, the
administration carried out
the operation following a
court order. Railway Police
said the drive was aimed at
ensuring passenger safe-

ty and smooth movement
in and around the station
premises. Officials added
that overcrowding and il-
legal occupation of public
space had been -causing
persistent problems for
commuters for a long time.
While a large section of lo-
cal passengers welcomed
the action, some shopkeep-
ers raised questions over
the timing of the notices
and the manner in which
the demolition was con-
ducted.

WORKERS DEMANDING WAGE HIKE NOT TERRORISTS, SC TELLS UTTAR PRADESH POLICE

NEW DELHI: Noting
that workers protesting
for a wage hike were 'not
terrorists', the Supreme
Court has directed the Ut-
tar Pradesh Government
to produce Aditya Anand
and Rupesh Roy before the
court on May 18, who were
arrested in connection
with last month's work-
ers’ protest in Noida. 'They
are not terrorists; they are
merely demanding basic
rights like minimum wag-
es, a Bench led by Jus-
tice BV Nagarathna said,

adding that
to "leftist ideology' did not
make a person a criminal.
The remarks came during

subscribing

the hearing of a petition
filed by Aditya’s brother,
Keshaw Anand, who has
accused the Uttar Pradesh

Police of subjecting the
arrested men to custodial
torture.

As the petitioner’s counsel
expressed apprehension
that the two might be sent
topoliceremand, the Bench
ordered that they should
continue to remain in judi-
cial custody. After hearing
lawyers representing the
petitioner and the State of
Uttar Pradesh, the Bench
said, '"We direct respondent
no. 1/State to produce the
brother of the petitioner,
Aditya Anand, and Rupesh

Roy before this court on
18.05.2026 at 2 pm. In the
meantime, judicial cus-
tody of the aforesaid two
persons to continue' The
Bench, also comprising
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, is-
sued notice to the State of
Uttar Pradesh and directed
the production of the two
men. It posted the mat-
ter for further hearing at
2 pm on May 18. Aditya
Anand, a software engi-
neer and social worker,
and Rupesh Roy, an auto
driver, had participated

in the protest demanding
higher minimum wages
and decent working hours
for workers, the petitioner
submitted. Keshaw alleged
that Aditya was arrested
on April 17 at Tiruchi-
rappalli railway station in
Tamil Nadu without being
informed of the grounds of
arrest and without being
provided an arrest memo.
He alleged that Aditya was
not allowed to inform his
family or legal counsel
about the arrest despite
several representations to

authorities in Tamil Nadu
and Uttar Pradesh regard-
ing his detention.

Aditya was later brought
to Uttar Pradesh, where
he was arrested under
various provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta, the petitioner alleged.
Rupesh, the petitioner al-
leged, was picked up by
the police from Botanical
Garden Metro Station and
subjected to severe torture,
following which the police
made a fake disclosure and
recovery to implicate him.
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