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IMD Issues Yellow Warning for Thunderstorms,

Lightning and Strong Winds Across 0disha Till July 1

BHUBANESWAR: The India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD ) has issued
a Yellow Warning for several districts
of Odisha, forecasting thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning, gusty sur-
face winds and isolated heavy rainfall
from July 10 to July 15. The weather
agency has urged residents, farmers,
fishermen and local authorities to re-
main vigilant, as adverse weather con-
ditions may pose risks to life, property
and transportation. According to the
IMD, on July 10, thunderstorms ac-
companied by lightning and gusty sur-
face winds with speeds of 40—50 kmph
are very likely at one or two places in
Balasore and Bhadrak districts. Strong
surface winds of similar intensity are
also expected at isolated places over
Jajpur, Kendrapara, Jagatsinghpur,
Cuttack, Gajapati, Ganjam, Puri, Khu-
rda and Nayagarh districts. Mean-
while, thunderstorms with lightning
and gusty winds reaching 30—40 kmph
are likely over Sundargarh, Jharsugu-
da, Angul, Dhenkanal, Keonjhar and

Mayurbhanj. The warning will con-
tinue on July 11, with thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning and gusty
winds of 30—40 kmph likely at isolated
places in Balasore, Bhadrak, Sundar-
garh, Jharsuguda, Sambalpur, Deog-
arh, Angul, Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj
and Boudh districts. Similar weather
conditions are expected on July 12 over
Balasore, Bhadrak, Sundargarh, Ke-
onjhar and Mayurbhanj. On July 13,
thunderstorms accompanied by light-
ning and gusty winds of 30—40 kmph
are forecast over Sundargarh, Jharsu-
guda, Bargarh, Sambalpur, Deogarh,
Angul, Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Sone-
pur, Boudh and Balangir districts. The
Yellow Warning will remain in force on

July 14 for these districts, while Balas-
ore and Bhadrak have also been includ-
ed under the warning. In addition to
thunderstorms and gusty winds, isolat-
ed heavy rainfall is very likely over Ke-
onjhar and Mayurbhanj districts on the
same day. The IMD has further forecast
isolated heavy rainfall over Keonjhar
and Mayurbhanj on July 15, with the
possibility of localized waterlogging in
vulnerable areas. The IMD has forecast
thunderstorms accompanied by light-
ning and gusty winds of 30—40 kmph
over Sundargarh, Jharsuguda, Bar-
garh, Sambalpur, Deogarh, Angul, Ke-
onjhar, Mayurbhanj, Sonepur, Boudh
The Yellow
Warning remains in effect for Balaso-

and Balangir districts.

re, Bhadrak, Sundargarh, Jharsuguda,
Bargarh, Sambalpur, Deogarh, An-
gul, Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Sonepur,
Boudh and Balangir, where thunder-
storms, lightning and gusty winds of
30—40 kmph are likely.In addition, iso-
lated heavy rainfall is very likely over

Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj districts.

ACB Books Then Tehsildar Bijbehara,

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Anti
Corruption Bureauregistered a case against
the then Tehsildar Bijbehara Ghulam Ra-
sool Bhat, the then Naib Tehsildar Bijbeha-
ra Fayaz Ahmad Wani, the concerned Pat-
wari Ghulam Nabi Banday and others for
their alleged involvement in the fraudulent
attestation of 162 land mutations in Tehsil
Bijbehara during the year 2022-2024 for
land measuring 1050 Kanals.

The case originated from a source-based
complaint alleging that the accused offi-
cials, in connivance with others, illegally
attested mutations involving about 1,050
kanals of land without execution of regis-
tered transfer deeds and without payment
of the prescribed registration fee and stamp
duty, causing substantial loss to the State
exchequer.

Verification conducted by ACB, supported
by reports of the Departmental Vigilance
Officer (Revenue), departmental inquiry
committees and expert opinion, revealed
gross violations of revenue laws and Stand-
ing Order 23-A. The verification further
disclosed that the purported relinquish-
ment deeds were actually sale transactions
disguised to evade registration and stamp

g Others In Illegal Land Mutatlon Scam

duty, while money was allegedly routed
through intermediaries and multiple bank
accounts to conceal the transactions.

On the basis of the material collected, a pri-
ma facie case of abuse of official position,
criminal conspiracy and criminal miscon-
duct has been established. Accordingly, FIR
No. 06/2026 has been registered at Police
Station ACB, Anantnag, under Sections 7
and 13 of the Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 and Section 120-B IPC against the
accused officials and others. Immediate-
ly upon registration of FIR, simultaneous
searches were conducted at the respective
residential houses of the accused persons
after obtaining search warrants from the
Hon'ble Court of the Special Judge, ACB,
Anantnag.

Kharge targets Centre's China Policy, Alleges Rising Economic Dependence Since Galwan

NEW DELHI:
President Mallikarjun Kharge

Congress

on Thursday targeted the
Central Government's ap-
proach towards China, al-
leging that India's economic
dependence on its northern
neighbour has continued to
increase across several key
sectors even six years after
the Galwan Valley clash. He
claimed that the trend has
adversely affected the coun-
try's national interests.

In a post on social media
platform X, Kharge alleged

that following the sacrifice
of 20 Indian soldiers in the
Galwan clash, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had ef-
fectively given China a clean
chit.
that while Indian soldiers
made the supreme sacrifice
in defence of the nation,

He further claimed

the Central Government did
not take a sufficiently firm
stand to safeguard India's
The
president claimed that by
2025-26,
from China had increased

interests. Congress

India's imports

by 101.81 per cent com-
pared with the post-Galwan
period, while the bilateral
trade deficit had widened to
USD 112.1 billion. Kharge
further claimed that 86 per
cent of India's antibiotic

imports come from China.
He also alleged that Chi-
na accounts for nearly 74
per cent of India's imports
of Active Pharmaceutical
(APIs), bulk
drugs, and drug intermedi-

Ingredients

ates. Referring to the elec-
tric vehicle sector, Kharge
claimed that 66 per cent of
India's EV components are
sourced from China. He add-
ed that nearly 75 per cent of
the
used in electric vehicles in

lithium-ion batteries

India are imported, with the

majority originating from
China. According to him, In-
dia imported 93 per cent of
its permanent magnets from
China during 2025-26.

The Congress president also
claimed that more than 99
per cent of India's imports
of undiffused silicon wafers
for the solar energy sector in
2025—-26 came from China.
He alleged that despite the
government's emphasis on
the vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat (Self-Reliant
dia), the renewable energy

In-

sector continues to remain
heavily dependent on Chi-
nese imports. Kharge fur-
ther alleged that the Central
Government had permitted
four Chinese companies to
participate in bidding for
government power proj-
ects, thereby creating fresh
business opportunities for
them. He also claimed that,
according to reports by civil
society organisations, Chi-
na continues to encroach
upon Indian territory in
Arunachal Pradesh and La-

dakh. The Congress leader
further claimed that the role
allegedly played by China in
Pakistan's activities during
Operation Sindoor had been
referred to by the Vice Chief
of the Indian Army and
forms part of the official
record. He alleged that the
Central Government's pol-
icies since the Galwan in-
cident have enabled China
to strengthen its presence
across several strategically
important sectors of the In-
dian economy.
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