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Karnataka Dy CM Parameshwara urges
PM Modi to scrap NEET, Restore State CETs

BENGALURU:
ty Chief Minister G. Parameshwara

Karnataka Depu-

has urged Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to roll back the National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
and restore transparent, merit-based
Common Entrance Tests (CETs ) con-
ducted by individual States for med-
ical admissions, arguing that such
a move would uphold India's federal
structure and address growing con-
cerns over the credibility of the exam-
ination system. In a letter to the Prime
Minister, copies of which were re-
leased to the media on Thursday, Dr.
Parameshwara said repeated contro-
versies surrounding NEET, including
the paper leak scandal and allegations
of systemic failures, had severely
undermined public confidence in the
country's education system. He said
there was widespread anxiety among
students, parents, educators and em-
ployers over the declining credibility
of competitive examinations and the

quality of higher education.

The Deputy Chief Minister appealed
to the Centre to provide compensation
of at least ¥1 crore to the families of
students who allegedly died by suicide
in the aftermath of the NEET paper
leak and related institutional failures.
He also sought adequate compensa-
tion for students and citizens who
sustained injuries during police ac-
tion, including lathi-charge and tear
gas shelling, while participating in
protests against the examination.

Calling for
Parameshwara urged the Prime Min-
ister to order an impartial inquiry into
the incidents and ensure strict action

against those responsible for the use
of force against peaceful demonstra-
tors. He also called for a meaningful
dialogue with students, educators, ac-
ademic institutions and other stake-
holders to undertake comprehensive
reforms to the examination system.

Expressing concern over the handling
of student protests, Dr. Paramesh-
wara said images of students being
dispersed through police action had
deeply disturbed citizens across the
country. He also referred to the re-
sponse to environmental activist So-
nam Wangchuk's peaceful hunger
strike, saying it had reinforced con-
cerns that democratic dissent was in-
creasingly being treated as an incon-
venience rather than an essential part
of public discourse. He warned that

erodes trust in India's education sys-
tem and weakens the country's global
academic reputation.

Paper Leak Cases Need Proof, Not
Just Fast-Track Courts: Kejriwal

NEW DELHI: Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) National
Convenor and former Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Friday questioned
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's assurance of intro-
ducing a law to establish
fast-track courts for paper
leak cases, describing the
proposal as hollow. He al-
leged that if the investigat-
ing agency fails to present
sufficient evidence before
the courts, the creation of
fast-track courts would
serve little purpose.

In a statement issued on
Friday, Kejriwal said that
while the Prime Minister
had spoken about setting
up fast-track courts for the

Investigation (CBI) had
informed the court that it
had not found sufficient

evidence against Sanjeev
Mukhia in the NEET paper
leak case.

He questioned that if San-
jeev Mukhia was not the al-
leged mastermind, then who
was the real mastermind be-
hind the paper leak. He fur-
ther asked that if there was
no mastermind, how such a
large-scale paper leak could
have taken place.

Kejriwal alleged that if

the courts, even fast-track
courts would not be effec-
tive. He said that if the gov-

ernment's intentions were
sincere, it would conduct a
strong investigation and en-
sure stringent punishment
for those accused in the pa-
per leak cases. He said that
students across the country
had been adversely affected
by repeated paper leak inci-
dents and that the govern-
ment should take concrete
measures to prevent such
occurrences in the future.
Kejriwal further asserted
that merely announcing the
establishment of fast-track
courts would not solve the
problem unless the investi-
gation and prosecution pro-
cesses were made effective.
He added that the govern-
ment must ensure trans-

speedy trial of paper leak government investigat- Parency in competitive ex-
N every paper leak, institutional fail- ;a6es, reports had emerged ing agencies fail to place aminations and take strict
accountability, Dr. ure and unanswered question further that the Central Bureau of credible evidence before Action against those respon-

sible so that the confidence
of candidates in the exam-
ination system is restored.

ODISHA : MOUS SIGNED WITH HCLTECH AND SARVAM Al IN PRESENCE OF CM

BHUBANESWAR: Marking a
major leap in Odisha’s industrial
and technology landscape, Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi on
Friday announced the beginning
of a 'new tech revolution' in the
state following the signing of two
landmark Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs ) with HCLTech
and Sarvam Al.

The agreements were signed at
the Lok Seva Bhawan Conven-
tion Centre and are expected
to significantly boost technol-
ogy-driven economic growth
while creating large-scale em-
ployment opportunities for the

state’s skilled youth. Under the
collaboration, HCLTech will es-
tablish a Global Delivery Centre
in Odisha with an investment
of approximately 730 crore.
The project is expected to gener-
ate direct employment for over
6,000 highly educated and skilled
youths. In addition, a state-of-
the-art Al-optimised Data Cen-
tre will be set up through a joint
initiative between HCLTech and
Sarvam Al

The state government will also
develop a sovereign AI Park,
within which the proposed data
centre will be located. Overall,

the two projects are projected to
attract investments of around
15,000 crore over the next five
years. Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister credited Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's ‘Digi-
tal India’ vision for making the
country tech-ready, adding that
Odisha is emerging as a front-
runner in this transformation.
He noted that indigenous Al plat-
form Sarvam is now capable of
competing with global technolo-
gies and will be widely deployed
across sectors such as agricul-
ture, healthcare, education, and
defence. Highlighting the state’s
industrial progress, Majhi said
Odisha has received investment
proposals exceeding 320 lakh
crore in the past two years, with
projects worth over 10 lakh

crore approved and more than %3
lakh crore already under imple-
mentation. He further stated that
Odisha ranks among the top five
states in the NITI Aayog Invest-
ment Friendliness Index-2026,
with a target to enter the top three
soon. Electronics and IT Minister
Mukesh Mahaling described the
development as a proud moment
for the state, stating that it will
propel Odisha’s electronics and
IT sectors to new heights.

HCLTech Chairperson Roshni
Nadar Malhotra expressed con-
fidence in Odisha’s investment
ecosystem and announced plans

to expand the company's foot-
print in the state. She said the
proposed Al Park would serve as
a key milestone in advancing ar-
tificial intelligence capabilities.
Senior officials, including Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary Vishal
Kumar Dev, HCLTech CEO & MD
C. Vijayakumar, and Sarvam Al
CEO Pratyush Kumar, along with
industry leaders and government
representatives, were present at
the event. The initiative is being
seen as a transformative step to-
wards positioning Odisha as a
leading technology and innova-
tion hub in India.
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